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WVaties of Good resolutions are not much in 


Good Resolutions themselves. Their value depends 
on what is done with them. But good resolutions 
mgy have much to do with inspiring and guiding 

tion. A man is pretty far gone who will not make 
any good resolutions at the beginning of a new year. 
It is better to make good resolutions, even if they 
are not faithfully carried out, than to lack even a 
purpose of right doing. It is good to go so far as to 
resolve to do well. It is better to do as well as our 
_ resolves. 

=o 


Bible Study for People who study the Bible the 
Senior Grades most, want most to studyit. They 
may get beyond old methods of study ; they never 


- get beyond the Book itself. There are young people, 


and there are older people,—thoughtful students of 
the Bible in the Sunday-school or at home,—who 
do not feel satisfied with’the ordinary Sunday-school 
teaching and Sunday-school lesson helps, and yet 
who have no desire to discontinue their Bible study. 
For. such, the new course now conducted in The 
Sunday School Times by Professor Sanders of Yale, 
called ‘‘ The Senior Bible Class,’’ will be of interest. 
To learn more about the course, one may read Pro- 
fessor~Sanders’s specially contributed article in this 
week’s issue. To learn more about the Bible, one 
may follow the course throughout the year. 
se 

Whatever good there is in ourselves 
or others is worth respecting. The 
suggestion of a better good than we ever had, which 
comes to us out of the stillness, as thé question ‘* Can 
these dry bones live ?’? came to the prophet in the 
valley, comes from a higher source into our minds. 
It is the wind of God blowing over the threshing- 
floor of the heart, to sift the chaff from the grain. 
It is the still, small voice of a divine guidance, call- 
ing to a fuller and more Christly life. To scorn it 
or to trifle with it is to trample under foot what God 
has sent for our strength and joy. It may be hardly 
louder than the silence, and far less loud than the 
noises of the world without and the earthly passions 
within. But if we obey and follow it, then it will 
grow in clearness, volume, and power, until its har- 


God's Message 


mony drowns the discords of an evil world. 
LX. 


Prudence is often the better part 
of valor, yet valor is often. the very 
That faint heart has no triumphs, is 
as true in danger as it is in love. The one who 
takes the brave course will often find himself to have 
taken the safe,one. A veteran of the late war, in 
telling of a charge and a rush for a stone wall, said, 
‘*I was bound to be over that wall first ; there was 
going to be a regular hail of bullets when the crowd 
came pushing on."’ The safest spot was the one to 
which it took the greatest courage to aspire. Xeno- 
phon, in the speech made to the ten thousand 
Greeks, spoke a truth which their march confirmed, 
and which history has never ceased to repeat, 
‘* Somehow,’’ he said, ‘‘the brave live to be old, 
and those who flee to save their lives are ignomini- 
ously and quickly killed.’” Duty-doing, in time of 
war or of peace, is always a good investment. 


Valor the True 
Prudence 


best prudence. 
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Pursuit Pursuing happiness is a poor busi- 


of Happiness ness. There is never success in it 
at the end, and it gives no satisfaction while its final 
failure is postponed. Happiness as an object of pur- 
It is never 
to be caught by him who chases it, but he himself 
may catch a fall, or be caught in a bog or marsh, on 
the way. A man who pursues usefulness, or knowl- 
edge, or any other unselfish attainment, may, indeed, 
find fiappiness as he goes, but so soon as he turns 
from the pursuit of a worthy object outside of him- 
sel§ and seeks happiness as an object, he is on a 
road that never ends in suecess. People who marry 


in order that they may be made happy, find marriage 


suit is, at the: best, but a will-o’ -the-wisp. 


a failure. People who marry in order that they may 
make each other happy, usually succeed in their 
object, and find happiness as they go. Happiness is 
itself in the pursuit business ; it is pursuing those 
who are engaged in some worthy pursuit. Happi- 
ness catches those whom it pursues, but it is never 
caught .by its pursuers. If you want happiness, be 
very careful not to be pursuing it. 


CAB 


Readiness for Present Service 


weed in the knowledge of God may be slow 

or rapid. At the present day, events are so 
accelerated, consequences follow so immediately on 
causes, the condensations and complexities of life 
are such, that, in order to be in instant readiness. for 
the service of God, the growth of our knowledge of 
him and of the things of his kingdom must be swift 
and deep. To prepare us for the needful activity of 
our age, to give us the insight necessary to the right 
reading of the events which now follow each other so 
quickly, there is the same teaching as before,——the 
truth bound up in the Bible. The revelation needs 
no addition, but the rate of speed of the learner 
needs to be accelerated. It will no longer do for 
young Christians to take years to get the idea of ser- 
vice for Christ at home or in foreign lands before 
their consciousness as the principal aim of their 
lives. 

For a true outlook on life and on the world’s 
needs we must rise high- enough to take these world 
kingdoms and their necessities into our view as a 
whole. We must go down deep enough into the 
heart of Jesus to be able to love men one by one 
and immediately, waiting for no change in their char- 
acters before we love them. Somewhere we must 
find that vast reservoir of spiritual supply which will 
keep us constant and persistent and steady in the 
determination to save and to serve men. Chris- 
tians, young and old, must begin to see these things 
in a moment of time. Time is not necessary’to 
the lightning-flash. The vision of a world of sin and 
of its only Saviour need not necessarily require the 
length of a lifetime. High noon reveals things at 
Noonday Christians may see the whole 
situation at once. Time is at a discount when the 
things of the spirit are in question. ‘‘Time,’’ says 
Moments of in- 
sight, of fine personal relation, a smile, a gleam,— 
what ample borrowers of eternity they are !’’ 

But how are these phenomenal scholars in the 
things of God to be made, and how is this rapid 
education to be carried forward? How, if it is to 
be so rapid, can we be sure that it is of the right 
kind,—that we do not mistake one’s superficial wish 
and desire for the actual knowledge of God? Can 
any one be prepared in so short a time for that 
which has often seemed to require the best part of a 
man’s lifetime, even though he were a willing 
learner in the things of the kingdom ? Is it possible 
to do the work of preparation of years and decades 
in such brief portions of time as the state of the 
world now allows its Christian workers? Now, as 
ever, foundations must be right and powers polished. 


a glance. 


Emerson, ‘‘is unnecessarily long. 






















































































Is the method to be changed, is all discipline to be 
Omitted, and are unprepared instruments to be sent 
forth to do unskilled and heedless, and perhaps in- 
- jurious, labor in the fields of needed world-service ? 

Not so. Greater preparation is demanded, more 
highly polished instruments are required than ever 
before. The spirit of man, for all that has been 
thought, written, and experienced even, in regard to 
it, has never been truly estimated, nor its vast capa- 
city in one particular apprehended. Only one of 
Our race has ever grasped the tremendous potential- 
ity of human nature. He who understood, expe- 
rienced, and proclaimed this original power of man 
was*Jesus. It is to this original, but, for the most 
part, unused, possibility of each Christian that we 
must turn in this day, when vision must be imme- 
diate, vivid, clear, and sustained,—that is, when 
knowledge of God must be conveyed to the soul of 
the worker with perfect certainty and immediateness, 
and when the power to apply that knowledge to the 
benefit of others shall be as certain and immediate. 

The power for swift, deep, all-comprehensive in- 
struction in the things of God is, and alone can be, 
the Spirit of God. And it is the capacity which 
Christians have to receive this Spirit which is so 
constantly underrated and so marvelously unused. 
The tuition of the Holy Spirit becomes intuition in 
the believer. God's Spirit has infinite power to 
mingle with the being of man. 

If a man knows God, he is fitted to work for God. 
How swiftly and deeply may a man be taught by the 
Spirit! It is the glory of our nature restored in 
Christ that it may be entirely controlled by the Spirit, 
and enlightened past belief. 

It is the power and the willingness of the Holy 
Spirit to possess the whole nature of a Christian 
which is our reliance in these latter days when the 
) needissoimminent. ‘This is the force for the needed 
| rapidity of progress in the knowledge of God, and it 
#8 the only source of ability to apply the life in Christ 
Which is ours to those around us. 
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>, NOTES ON 


PEN LETT 


This department has its purpose and its limitations. Its our- 
pose is the giving and answering of such of the letters received 
by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to have, an inter- 
est to readers generally, and for which the space can conveniently 
be found. Its limitations are fixed by the requirements of other 
departments. There are times when ten letters which might 
have a place here are received, when only one can be >?rinted. 
Netters are warmly welcomed, and they are cordially invited. 
Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter either answered 
orread by the Editor. The signature to every letter or postal 
card in an unfamiliar handwriting is first looked for. If that be 
lacRing, the document is at once destroyed unread. 


- 


If the Bible had answered all the 
questions we are asking about matters 
contained in it, the Bible would be 
$0 voluminous that few would read it through ; and 
many a Bible class would be deprived of asking ques- 
tions that cannot be answered. Questions about the 
| Holy Child and the Magi, cr the ‘‘ Wise Men,"’ cannot 
all be answered, with the Bible statements on the sub- 
ject as limited as they are. A pastor in Georgia makes 
inquiries that, while perfectly natural, have been the 
subject of discussion among Bible scholars for centuries. 
He says : 


Visit of the Wise 
Men 


I have been helped very much from time to time by the infor- 
Matian given in youf Notes on Open Letters, but I have never 
troubled you by asking questions on points that have come up in 
my Bible class, though I have often thought of doing so. There- 
fore will you oblige me by giving light on the following questions 
that came up in the Bible class last Sunday? How old was Jesus 
when the wise men found him? Was Jesus still in the manger? 
How long would it take the wise men to reach Jerusalem after 
leaving their country to find the new-born King? 


It would seem from the narrative, in connection with 
the presentation of Jesus in the temple at forty days old, 
that he was from one to two months of age when the 


e. 
ing a leg. 


me 
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magi found him. It is not probable that he was still in 
the manger or at the “‘inn.'’ That was merely a tem- 
porary resting-place. The narrative speaks (Matt 2: 
11) of jesus as in ‘‘ the house '’ when the magi saw him. 
As we cannot be sure where was the home of the ‘‘ wise 
men,’’ we cannot say how long it took for them to reach 
Jerusalem. Some think that they came from Persia ; 
others, that they came from Arabia; others, that they 
came from Babylon, or Chaldea. The rate of travel was 
slow in those days. It is said that Herod learned care- 
fully what time the star appeared to them at their home, 
and that then he directed the killing of all children in 
Bethlehem under two years old. This would indicate 
that it was within that time that the star first appeared. 
Yet we can be sure only of what is said in the text. 


oe 


If a man has had no experience in a 
special line of work, he may think 
he knows all about it, and needs no 
counsel or assistance to make him an expert. But the 
more a man knows, the more he wants to know more, 
and the more he wants to learn. There is a man who, 
while seventy years old, has never experimented with a 
bicycle. He says that he knows he could get on to a 
bicycle and ride a hundred miles with perfect ease, and 
he wonders why so many have to take lessons in mount- 
ing and managing. There are a number of other men, 
not nearly as old, who have experimented for months 
with a bicycle, and are now wishing they could learn 
how to keep on one without being thrown off and break- 
The many questions which are coming in 
from various quarters, expressing a wish for help and for 
helps in the work of teaching a senior Bible class, give 
evidence of an increased interest, and of an increase of 
experiments, in that line of study. It is not because noth- 
ing is known on the subject by the inquirers, but because 
they know so much that they want to know more. Here, 
for example, comes a request on the subject from an 
Illinois subscriber. He says : 


Help for Senior Bible 
Classes 


I am interested in an adult Bible class, and have been a con- 
stant reader of The Sunday School Times for many years. I 
would like to obtain all the information possible respecting up-to- 
date methods, and modern ways of working, so that our class 
work may result in the best good to the greatest number of people. 
Will you not kindly inform me where I can get the brightest prac- 
tical ideas for working along this line, including cards, or forms 
for invitations, etc. ? 


A California reader has a similar request in the same 
line, thus : 


Some of our young people desire to form a class for Bible study, 
separate from and in addition to the Sunday-school lessons, and 
holding meetings once a week. ‘Thinking that you may have 
among your publications a course or courses for such study that 
would be adapted to our needs, I write to ask if you can render 
us any assistance. 


An experienced worker from New York has expressed 
himself more explicitly as to the kind of assistance he 
seeks. This is the way he puts it: 


I am sure it would be of interest to the many Bible-class teach- 
ers throughout the country to obtain, through your columns, in- 
formation as to the different methods of conducting Bible classes, 
particularly those for young men. As a Bible-class leader, I 
should be glad to be informed upon this subject. I think the 
experience of every teacher of a young men's Bible class is that 
the occupations of young men during the week not only render 
them difficult to reach, but that the most taking methods are 
necessary to arouse and retain their interest. Undoubiedly, the 
personality of the teacher counts for a great deal, and individual 
magnetism and attractive personal qualities are powerful factors ; 
but, after all, the principal thing is the presentation of the truth, 
and the danger is, on the one hand, that the class may degenerate 
into a mere lecture by the teacher ; or, on the other hand, into a 
debating society, in which the members are the participants.. The 
point upon which I am desirous of information is, how to call out 
the views of the members of the class, for the purpose of affording 
light upon the subject without provoking mere argument gro and 
con, and at the same time preserve the continuity and harmony of 
a well-planned and systematic presentation of the truth which the 
lesson is intended to convey. 


Recognizing the growing need in this department of 
Bible study, the Editor of The Sunday School Times has 
arranged for a series of specific helps for senior Bible 
classes during the coming year. Professor Dr. F. K. 
Sanders, of Yale University, will furnish helps and hints 
week by week for the benefit of teachers of such classes. 
His plan is explained, by himself, this week, in a special 
article on the contributors’ pages. In this he answers 
some of the questions asked in the foregoing letters. 
Other questions may be answered in this column as they 
are asked week by week. 


‘mection with their Bible study or Bible teaching. 


Realization 
By James Buckham 


OMETIMES there comes a taste surpassing sweet 
Of common things,—the very breath I take ; 
A draught from some cool spring amid the brake ; 
The wheaten crust that I in hunger eat. 
So I have thought that heaven, perhaps, is just 
The uttermost perception of all good, 
The spiritual rapture of this zest, refined ; 
An exquisite new-taste of friendship, food, 
The joys of love, the odors in the wind, 
And all that now seems deadened by our dust. 
Boston, Mass. 


o> 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D., 
Professor of Biblical Literature at Yale University 


[Editor’s Note.—In the following article Professor San- 
ders points out the possibilities in Bible-class work, and 
shows how “ The Senior Bible Class ’’—the course of 
weekly articles in The Sunday School Times—may be 
utilized by teachers and members of Bible classes, by 
those who study at home, and by all who desire a. basis 
for thoughtful study of the weekly lesson. The Editor 
wishes to offer such students every possible help to suc- 
cessful Bible-class study. Superintendents and pastors are 
invited to call attention to this course of study in their’ 
Sunday-schools and churches, and to test it thoroughly. 
It should be remembered that the International Sunday- 
school lessons are the basis of the coursé, and that any 
class, large or small, of older pupils can take up the study 
of the course at any time. An attractive leafiet has been 
prepared, primarily for the convenience of teachers, con- 
taining the substance of Professor Sanders’s valuable 
preliminary hints as given herewith, and containing also 
the list of books. This leaflet will be sent free to any one 
who desires it, and who will send in his name and address, 
stating also whether he is a pastor, superintendent, pros- 
pective or actual teacher, or pupil. Any teacher who _ 
would like to place the leaflet in the hands of the mem- 
bers of a class may obtain, free, as many copies of the 
leaflet as are needed to do this. Teachers are invited to 
send to the Editor any questions that may arise in.con- 
If ar 
answer by mail is desired, a stamp should be enclosed 
with the letter of inquiry. Questions that seem to be of 
sufficient general interest will be printed, with their an- 
swers, in the paper. It is evident that, for a successful 
following of the course, each member of a class will 
require a copy of the weekly article in The Sunday School 
Times. A glance at the club rates of subscription, on™ 
page 30 in this issue, will show what a trifling expense 
is necessary to accomplish this. Enough sample copies 
of any one issue of The Sunday School Times to supply 
each member of a class will be sent, free, to any teacher 
who requests them. The books recommended by Profes- 
sor Sanders, or any others, may be obtained, at the prices 
mentioned, by ordering them from The Sunday School 
Times. All letters sent in this connection should be 
addressed to The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.] 


The Bible-Class Idea 

TRUE Bible class is neither a number of persons 
who listen to a first-rate lecture on the lesson from 

a competent specialist, nor is it a number of *persons 
from whom, by adroit and patient questioning, a gifted 
leader extracts answers which convey their ideas on-the 
subjects for discussion. Either method overburdens the 
teacher and undervalues the class. The ideal Bible 
class provides for a co-operation between a well-informed 


. teacher and a thoroughly responsive and thoughtful class. 


Many intelligent Christian men and women drop out 
of Bible classes because these ge often aim to bring oti - 
what they-alreatly know, instead of leading the way to 
broader and deeper. visions of truth. Every Christian 
should be in some sense a student ; the Bible class is 
the natural rallying-place for Christian culture. The In- 
ternational Sunday-schoot Lesson Committee's selections, 
with some adaptation, lend themselves readily to this end. 
As a means of promoting this, an outline course of study 
has been arranged on the following simple basis. 


Its True Basis 


1. A Bible class should cover all the material, as far as 
possible, of a given section of the Bible, in order that its 
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_may grasp the literary or logical development of thought 
in its biblical completeness. - 

2. Itshould divide the burden of preparation between 
the leader and the class, in order that neither may be at 
a disadvantage. : 

3. It should aim by a proper method of class work to 
develop and utilize the latent resources of every class 
composed of those above twenty years of age. 

4. It should introduce, as far as possible, the ideas of 
some of the best thinkers and writers, to promote rich- 
ness and variety of thinking. 


Conditions of Success 


The first condition is a eader who is willing*to make 
a thorough preparation for each lesson, and to organize 
and conduct the work of the class. The more mature his 
experience, the better, providing he does not overshadow 
or efface his class. His functions-in the class-room are 
fourfold,—to organize the work in advance, to guide and 


- limit the discussion, to add the last word when neces- 


sary, and to sum up and apply the lesson. 

The second condition is a working nucleus, in the class, 
of those who are willing to receive, for one week or four, 
an assignment of questions for discussion. Each ap- 
pointee will come to the class prepared to open intelli- 
gently the consideration of the questions allotted. When 
the leader calls for other possible answers, the members 
of the gles will respond, after a little trial of the scheme, 
with reasonable readiness. The leader will only need to 
ééntrol and complete the discussion. 

The third condition is not absolutely essential, but is 
highly desirable. It is the introduction of helpful 
reference literature. The regular reading, by some 
member. of the class, of a choice book, with a view of 
revorting its helpful thoughts, is of great value in pro- 
moting fruitful and stimulating discussions. Such ap- 
pointments should be made for at least three months. 

This plan of class work is simple but effective. It 
meets the conditions of any Bible ciass of any size. The 
outlines published in The Sunday School Times will be 
a simple basis of work which any leader can modify to 
suit, his situation.. The plan does not minimize the 
importance of the leader, ‘nor relieve him from the 
necessity of mastering the lesson, but it gives a chance 
for the individuality and reserve knowledge of the class 
to appear. If a leader begins by stating his own opinion, 
or asks leading questions, he interferes to some degree 
with the spontaneity of the class ; if he is able to reserve 
his own view until the close of a discussién, he can sup- 
plement and broaden the point of view of those who will 


_ be ready to fully appreciate his words. 


Let.no one be appalled at the size of the following list 
of books for use in connection with the study of the les- 
sons for 1897. It is not expected that any one class will 
have them all, but a wide variety is given, so that there 
-may be plenty of latitude in the choice. From the list a 
class will be able to select such as it can afford. The 
leader will get along well with Abbott or Hackett or Rice 
and Stifler and Conybeare and Howson, or Farrar and 
Dods. These books are the most recent, and, on the 
whole, the most valuable. There are, however, many 
older works of reference which may be used with profit. 
Any leader who desires to consult the Editor about books 
which are not in this list may feel free to do so. 


Reference Literature 


* Means “ strongly urged upon the class; ** means “ recommended 
to the class ;"’ *** means “ well worth including in the list.” 


*1. Abbott, Lyman, D.D. /ustrated Commentary 
on Acts. A. S. Barnes & Co. $1.50. 

‘** 2. Lumby, Professor J. R., D.D. 
Apostles (Cambridge Bible Series). 
$1.10 net. Abridged, 30 cents net. 

** 3. Lindsay, Professor Thomas M., D.D. Acts of 
the Apostles (Handbooks for Bible Classes Series). 2 
vols. Charles Scribner's Sons. go cents net. 

“** 4- Plumptre, Dean E. H., D.D. Zhe Acts of the 
Apostles (Handy Commentary Series). The Cassell Pub- 
lishing Co. $1.25. 

*** 5. Howson, J. S., D.D., and Spence, H. D. M. 
Edited by Philip Schaff, D.D. Jnternational Revision 
Commentary on Acts. Charles Scribner's Sons. $1. 25. 

*6. Hackett, Professor H. B., D.D. Commentary on 
the Acts, \atest edition, revised by Professor Hovey, in- 
cluding Romans. American Baptist Publication Society. 
$3. 25. : 
w** 7. Meyer, Professor H. A. W. 
Acts. Funk & Wagnalls. $3. 


The Acts of the 
The Macmillan Co. 


Commentary on 
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* 8. Rice, Edwin W., D.D. People's Commentary on 
Acts. The American Sunday School Union, Philadel- 
phia. $1.25. 

These commentaries are thoroughly useful. Each has some 
advantages. ' Rice's is well illustrated, besides being judicious and 
reasonably complete. Hackett’'s and Meyer's are scholarly in 
aim and very full. Abbott's, Lumby's, Schaff’s, and Lindsay's 
are popular but very helpful. 

*9. Alexander, J. Addison, D.D. The Acts of the 
Apostles Explained. 2vols. A. D. F. Randolph Co. $3. 

The author makes clear to the English reader (without using 
Greek} "the reasons for his exegesis derived from the Greek. 
Though printed in 1857, it anticipates more than half the changes 
made in the Revised Version. 

* 10. Stifler, Professor J. M., D. D. 
to the Book of Acts. 
net. 

*11. Thatcher, Professor Oliver J. 
History of the Apostolic Church. 
Co. $1.25. 

Each gives a general survey of the apostolic period. Thatcher 
dwells upon the historical development, Stifler on the succession 
of spiritual impulses. Each is very valuable. 

** 12, Vedder, Rev. H. C. Zhe Dawn of Chris- 
tianity (Christian Culture Courses). American Baptist 
Publication Society, Philadelphia. 90 cents. 

A popular treatise on the principles and polity of the apostolic 
church as set forth by its history in the New Testament. Some- 
what denominational. 

* 13. Conybeare and Howson. Life and Epistles of 
St. Paul, new edition, Longmans, Green, & Co. 2 vols., 
with footnotes, #6 ; 1 vol., $1.25. 

*14. Farrar, F. W., D.D. Zhe Life and Work of 
St. Paul. E. P. Dutton. 1 vol., $2; two vols., $5. 

* 15. Stalker, James, D.D. Zhe Life of St. Paul. 
American Tract Society. 60 cents. 

* 16. Iverach, James, M.A. St Paul: His Life and 
Times. (Men of the Bible series.) Fleming H. Revell 
Co. 75 cents. 

** 17, Sabatier, Professor A. 
James Pott & Co. $2. 

Of these lives of Paul the first is the most comprehensive ; Far- 
rar is picturesque and stirring, Stalker is a brilliant sketch, Iverach 
a condenséd but suggestive treatment, Sabatier a remarkable study 
of Paul the thinker. Each one is masterly in its way. The first 
one is almost indispensable. Fouard’s St. Paul and His Missions 
(Longmans. $2) might be mentioned for completeness. 

*** 18. Ramsay, Professor W. M., *LL. D. 
the Traveller and the Roman Citizen. 
Sons. $3. 

A study of the historical and critical problems involved in the 
narrative, which no progressive student can afford to ignore. 

*** 19. Matheson, George, D.D. Spiritual Develop- 
ment of St. Paul. A. D. F. Randolph Co. $1.75. 

The book is exactly described in contents by the title. Rather 
obscure to the average reader, but repays careful reflective study. 

* 20, Farrar, F. W., D.D. The Messages of the 
Books. E. P. Dutton. $3.50. 

* 21. Dods, Marcus, D.D. An Introduction to the 
New Testament. Thomas Whittaker. 75 cents. 

*** 22, M'Clymont, Rev. J. A. Zhe New Testament 
and its Writers (Guild Text-books). A. D. F. Ran- 
dolph Co. 30 cents. Enlarged edition, 75 cents net. 

These three books furnish a popular introduction to the writings 
of the New Testament. They will be of great use in the study of 
the epistles. In connection with them might be mentioned the 


Oxford, Cambridge, and Variorum Bible Helps, which cover simi- 
lar ground. 


** 23. Taylor, William M., D.D. 
ary. Harper & Brothers. $1.50. 

* 24. Taylor, William M., D.D. 
Harper & Brothers. $1.50. 

** 25. Stalker, James, D.D. Zhe Two St. Johns of the 
New Testament. American Tract Society. $1. 


Capital in suggesting practical lessons for modern life in the 
personal experiences and apostolic labors of these three great 
leaders. 


** 26. Burton, Professor E. D. 
ters of the Apostolic Age. 
$1.50. 


An Introduction 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 75 cents 
Sketch of the 
Houghton, Mifflin, & 


The Apostle Paul. 


St. Paul, 
G. P. Putnam's 


"aul the Mission- 


eter the Apostle. 


The Records and Let- 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 


The Acts, Epistles, and Revelation are arranged for conve- 
nience of historical study in chronological order and organized 
adjustment, and with descriptive titles for each section. The book 
is very useful for the individual student, and contains valuable 
appendices. 

** 27. Goodwin, The Rev. Frank J. A Harmony of 
the Life of St. Paul. American Tract Society. $1.25. 

An excellent work, narrower in scope and more biographical 
than the preceding, but based on the same general principles. 
They are largely supplemental. 

This list might be indefinitely extended. It in- 
cludes all the books which a first-rate Bible class 
will have occasion to consult. Such expensive works 
as Lewin’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul (2 vols., 


lavishly illustrated. London: George Bell & Sons. $8), 
and Weiss's /ntroduction to the New Testament (2 vols. 
Funk & Wagnalls. $4), are thoroughly valuable to any 
one who is able to purchase them, but are not necessary. 
Such a book as Weizsicker’s Zhe Afostolic Age of the 
Christian Church (Theological Translation Library. 2 
vols. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. $6) is of value to the 
thoughtful student who has already made considerable 
progress ip’ the mastery of the New Testament. The 
volumes of sermons by Brooks, Maurice, Munger, Meyer, 
Parker, and others, furnish countless hints of great sug- 
gestiveness. 


New Haven, Conn. 


Cr? 
Utilizing One’s Reading in Bible 
Study 


By F.N. Peloubet, D.D. 


WAS much interested in Mr. William D. Murray's 

article in The Sunday School Times for December 

26, 1896, on ‘‘ A Tested Help to Bible Study,’’ and can 

easily see how it must be a great help to many in pre- 
serving for use what they read. 

At the same time, different people find their best help 
in different methods, and there may be some who will 
be aided by my own experience. After trying many 
plans and methods, I have come down to two as the 
most helpful, because they accomplish the purpose with 
the least amount of time and care. 

Of course, I mark the books I read, and often note 
special pages on the fly-leaf, to aid in remembering and 
reviewing. For some few subjects I keep a scrap-book 
or envelopes, especially for facts I find in papers or in 
magazines that I don't care to preserve. But, in the 
main, I have discarded indexed scrap-books of every 
kind, for reasons that any one who has tried them knows 
very well. 

But there are two things that I find most helpful. 

One is a wide-margined Bible for noting references to 
books, and sometimes to magazines. I would prefer Eyre 
& Spottiswoode’s Variorum Bible for my study table, only 
I cannot get one with wide margins. I failed even at 
the publishers in London. The only one I have found 
in Boston is Bagsters’. On this I note opposite the verse 
itself any literary reference which throws light upon it 
For instance, I turn to Exodus 12:35. I find ‘* ‘ bor- 
rowed,’ see Trumbull’s ‘ Oriental Social Life’ [Wattles] 
p. 319, etc.,’" and on the next chapter a reference to 
his ‘‘ Kadesh-barnea'’ (Wattles), the best help in under- 
standing the route of the exodus. _I turn again to Matthew 
27 : 36, and find recorded opposite it ‘‘Sidney Lanier’s 
‘Poems’ [Scribner's Sons4, p. 140, ‘A Ballad of 
Trees and the Master.''’ Against Matthew 23 : 29, 
« Lowell's ‘Essays on Dante’ [ Houghton, Mifflin, & 
Co.], p. 141.’" At Matthew 24 : 36, 37, ‘‘ Kidd's ‘So- 
cial Evolution’ [Macmillan Co.], p. 134." ‘‘ Lecky’s 
‘History of European Morals’ [D. Appleton & Co.], 
I, 359." Mark 6 : 3, ‘‘ Browning’s ‘Poems’ [T. Y, 
Crowell & Co.], ‘The Boy and the Angel,’ p. 
256.'’" I have just placed opposite John 15 : 13 
‘* Northfield Echoes, No. 3,, 1896, p. 312,"’ from Mr. 
Murray's account in The Sunday School Times; though 
I haye not that number at hand. I could easily give 
many more from almost every kind of reading, but these 
are enough to show the plan. The work is the least 
possible, and the references are always at hand whenever 
you have occasion to study any passage that has them, 
without trying an index. 

The other method is quite as helpful in other ways, 
and requires still less time. I have always great reason 
to be thankful to Mr. Joseph C. Thomas, of The Meth- 
odist Book Concern, New York, for show#hg me, several 
years ago, among his many ingenious plans for libraries, 
his Index Bible (that may not-be the exact title, for none 
is given on it). It consists simply of heavy manilla- 
paper files, folded thrice in a kind of open envelope, one 
for eacl: book of the Bible. The name of the book is 
placed on four corners, so that, however it is put in the 
bookcase, it is easy to find the book you want. These 
are placed on a shelf close to my desk, and into them 
are put cuttings of all kinds that illustrate any particular 
text, marking the chapter and verse on the cutting, and, 
at first, putting on the outside of each envelope the 
chapter and verse to which there was a reference. But 





this became too burdensome. In these envelopes I often 
put a little slip of paper, notirg a reference to some book 
| OF magazine. ‘ 

For instance, I turn to my ‘‘John"’ file. I find two cut- 
tings from The Sunday School Times, marked John 2, 
one on the wedding at Cana, the other on Bible wines ; 
also one from a letter in a daily paper from Vienna, 
giving an account of a foot-washing ceremony, and an- 
other from a review of an article in the Bibliotheca Sacra, 
- om 21:15, ‘‘ Lovest thou me."’ Onaslip I find sev- 

eral library references to 21 : 25, such as Vickars's 
_ *Martyrdoms of Literature’’ (Chicago : Sergel & Co.) ; 
Farrer’ s ‘‘ Books Condemned to be Burnt’’ (Armstrongs). 
_ ,On another slip are two references to Gordon's wonderful 
experience in ‘‘ How Christ Came to Church *’ (Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society), page 117 to the woman 
of Samaria, and page 105 to the Holy Spirit convincing 
of sin, righteousness, and a judgment to come. These 
are but a very few specimens, but they give the idea, 
and show how easy it is to collect references from all 
sources, and have them ready when we need the light 
- thrown on any text. 

_ Auburndale, Mass. 


CHS 
Acts Third, in Broad Scotch 


By the Rev. William Wye Smith 


The lameter at the ‘ Bonnie"’ yett. 
Peter. Nae mair denials noo ! 


The fearless preachin o’ 


OO Peter and John war gaun intil the temple for 
the 'oor o' prayer ; thrie o' clock. 
2. And a lameter, feckless frae his mither’s womb, 
| was carry't; wham they set doon daily at the yett 
that is ca’t ‘‘ Bonnie ;"' to seek awmous frae thae gaun 
-intil the temple. 
3. Wha, seein Peter and John gaun forrit to the tem- 
ples socht frae them an awmous. 
5 4. And Peter, settin his een on him,—and sae did 
John, —said till him, ‘‘ Look ye on us !"’ 


Muy 


_ §. But he was mindin them, as lookin for something 
‘frae them. 
6. Than Peter said, «‘Siller and gowd hae I nane; 
~ but sic as I hae gie I t'ye ! ~ In the name o’ Jesus Christ 
@ Nazareth, rise ye, and gang !"’ 

7. And he took him by the richt haun, and strauchtit 
him up ; and strenth cam intil his feet and cuit-banes. 

8. And lowpin.up, he stude, and gaed.. And he gaed 
wi’ them intil the temple; gangin, and lowpin, and 

“giean praise till God. 

g. And a’ the folk saw him, gangin and laudin God. 

to. And they saw and kent that it was he that sat at 
the “‘Bonnie’’ yett.o’ the temple ; and they war a’ fu’ 
© wunner and misdoot at what had befaun him. 

it, And as the lameter that was made hale grippit 
Peter and John, a’ the folk panged thegither i’. the porch 
ta’t **Solomon's porch,’’ unco fu’ o’ wunner. 

12. And whan Peter saw this, he spak : ‘‘Ye men o’ 
Isra’1! whaurfor ferlie ye at this man ? or glower sae at us, 
as gin by some pooer or holiness o’ oor ain we had gar’t 
this man to gang? 

13. ‘** The God o' Abra’ m, o’ Isaac, and 0’ Jaucob, the 
Ged o' oor faithers, has glorify't his Son Jesus ; wham 
ye gied up, and disowned him fornent Pilate’s face, 
whan he was mindit to release him. 

14. ‘*But ye disowned the Holie and the Richtous, 
and socht for a favor a murderer to be gien t ye. 

15. ‘*And slew him wha brocht Life! wham God 
has raised frae the deid ; o' the whilk we are witnesses. 

16, *‘And by lippenin on his name, has-his name 
gart this man to hae strenth, wham ye see and ken : 
aye, een this lealness that comes by him, has gien this 
‘perfete soondness fornent ye a’. 

17. ‘*And noo, brethren ! | wat that throwe want o’ 
wit ye did it—as e’en yere rulers. 

18. ‘* But the things that God schawed aforehaun, 
throwe the mou’ o' a’ the prophets, that the Anointit 
Ane soud dree, has he sae brocht to be. 

19. **And noo, repent ye, and turn again, that a’ yere 
* li deeds may be scored oot ; sae as times o’ refreshin 
may come frae afore the face o’ the Lord. 

20. ‘* And that he may send Christ Jesus, wha before 
was gien t' ye. 

21. ** Wham the Heeven maun welcome, till the time 
@ restorin o’ a’ things, o’ whilk God has spoken by the 
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mou’ o’ a’ the holie prophets that hae been sin’ the 
warld begude. . 

22. ‘For Moses * said, ‘A Prophet sal the Lord God 
raise up till ye amang yere brethren, like me ; him sal 
ye hear, whatsae’er he may say t’ ye. 

23. ‘‘*And sae sal it be, that every saul that winna 
hear that Prophet, sal be cuttit-aff frae 'mang the folk.’ 

24. ‘Aye, and a’ the prophets, frae Samu'l and a’ 
that follow’ t, as mony as spak, tell’t o’ thir days. 

25.. “Ye are the bairns o’ the prophets, and o’ the 
covenant that God has covenantit wi’ oor faithers, ‘sayin 
till Abra’ m, ‘ And in yere ain Seed sal a’ yirth’s families 
be bless’ d !° 

26. ‘*Till ye first, .God, raisin up his Son, sent him 
blessin ye, in yere turnin awa, ilk ane o’ ye, frae yere 
sins !"’ i 


St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada. 
CHS 


Reconciliation 
By Frederic F. Sherman 


WO children who had quarreled, and had walked 
Half home in silence, hearing how the birds 
Sang to each other everywhere, found words, 
And each forgave the other then, and talked. 
New York City. 
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A Booddhist’s Testimony 
By M. L. Gordon 


FEW years ago there was in the 7aiseigakkwan, a 
Christian school in the city of Osaka, Japan, a 
young teacher named Genzo Sugahara. After consider- 
able service in the school, he was attacked by a succes- 
sion of diseases, and finally consumption laid its relentless 
hand upon him. 

He was ordered into a hospital, and visits from friends 
even were forbidden. His pastor, however, anxious in 
regard to his preparation for death, disregarded the phy- 
sician’s instructions, and visited him, and questioned 
him concerning his faith. To his great delight, he found 
the young man looking forward to death, not with doubt 
and fear, but with the confidence of one whose life is 
hid with Christ in God. In the freest, frankest way, he 
told his pastor and friend of the presence of Christ with 
him in his weakness and suffering, and of his joyful 
hope of a still closer union with his Lord after death. 
How much relief and comfort these words gave the pas- 
tor need not be dwelt upon. 

In an adjoining room, separated only by thin paper 
sliding doors, another young man lay at the point of 
death, a victim of the same dread disease. He was the 
son of a priest-of the Shin sect of Booddhists, the so- 
called «‘ Reformed Booddhists,"’ which allows its priests 
to marry. While Sugahara was telling his pastor of his 
Christian confidence concerning the future life, the father 
of his suffering neighbor was visiting him, and vainly 
striving to quiet and comfort his son, who was bitterly 
lamenting his own early death, and filled with concern 
regarding the future. e 

Sugahara’s words of courage and hope, easily passing 
through the paper partition between the rooms, came 
upon the ears of the perplexed father like a voice from 
another world. Pushing back one of the sliding doors, 
he entered Sugahara’s room, and, putting the palms of 
his hands together as in prayer, knelt before and wor- 
shiped the dying but triumphant Christian, explaining 
his conduct by telling his fruitless efforts, already men- 
tioned, to comfort his son. : 

This act of worship by no means meant all that wor- 
ship means to the Christian. The word has a wider 
signification than our word for worship. Here it denoted 
astonishment, awe, profound reverence. Coming from 
the head of_a temple belonging to the sect of Bood- 
dhists, which, above all others, attaches importance to 
the life to come, it was strong testimony to the fact that 
Christ has indeed ‘: brought life and incorruption to light 
through the gospel."’ 

Kyoto, Japan. 


2V.22. Tent ye, hoo ane maun staun on the sawed grund as anither, 
afore he can convince him! Noo, they baith held till Moses and the 
prophets; “and,” quo’ Peter, “ they a’ spak o’ Jesus!” And a great 
thrang o’ them lippened the word. 


Two Desert Sowers 
By Mary E. Bamford 


**\/ZOU hurt, Drew ?’’ A 

Drew had scratched his hand with a mesquite 
thorn. Mesquite trees look like locust trees, and the 
thorns are sharp. , 

‘“What'd you scratch yourself for?’’ asked Brett. 
‘* Was you trying to get some mesquite pods, like an 
Injun? Here !’’ 

Brett reached up and picked some bunches of mes- 
quite pods. Desert Indians make bread out of the beans 
of mesquite pods, and bake the bread by drying it in 
the sun. 

Drew grasped the pods. 

‘«Come on, bub,’’ said Brett. 
start."’ 

Drew climbed on the engine with Brett. The freight 
train started. It was hot. Drew looked out on the 
sandy, treeless desert, with its cactus and greasewood. 
Brett was fireman. He and the engineer were too busy 
to talk to the small boy. The engine flew by an alkali 
flat. Drew cracked his mesquite pods, and looked, and 
kept still. For hours the engine flew, and the desert was 
sandy and hot. Once Drew saw an Indian. Most of 
the time Drew saw cactus. Mesquite trees grew scarce, 
till he saw them no more. By and by Drew had an 
idea. 

A good many of his mesquite beans were dry and hard, 
Maybe they were ripe. If he should throw a mesquite 
bean out once in a while, maybe a_ mesquite shrub or 
tree would spring up where he threw the seed, 

«* Would it?’’ asked Drew. 

‘*Maybe. Can't tell,’’ said Brett, shortly. 

Drew tried it. Every little while, as the engine flew 
along, Drew picked out some bare place where he thought 
a mesquite tree would look well growing.’ ‘Then he threw - 
a mesquite bean at the spot. 

‘‘Supposing the beans grow to be trees,’’ thought 
Drew. ‘‘S’ posing they have beans. - S’ posing some 
hungry Injuns come and eat mesquite beans from my 
trees. - Might be all that the Injuns would have to eat. 
They wouldn't know about me, but they'd be glad.’’ 

Drew threw another mesquite bean, 

‘* Going to plant the whole Yuma desert, —ain’t you?"’ 
asked Brett. 

Late that evening they came to the station at the end 
of their run. Drew and Brett went to the station to get 
somethihg to eat. Several people were there. . The sta- 
tion agent knew Drew. 

‘* Been riding all day ?'’ asked the agent. 

‘Yes,"’ said Drew, ‘‘ and throwing mesquite beans.” 

‘« What for ?’’- asked the agent. 

Drew told. The agent laughed. One of the other 
men spoke. He was a stranger who was waiting for a 
train. 

‘« I'm trying to scatter good seed through this desert 
country too,’’ he said. 

‘* Mesquite seed?’’ asked Drew. 

‘« No,’’ said the man. ‘I'll show it to you. 
you'll help me spread it.’’ 

He gave Drew some small white papers. The station 
agent smiled. He recognized the shape of tracts. 

‘* Mesquite grows better down here than that kind of 
seed does,’’ he said. ‘‘I look for Drew's crop to spring 
up before yours does, stranger."’ : 

‘* Perhaps so,’’ answered the stranger, giving the sta- — 
tion agent himself one of the papers. ‘It isn't neces- 
sary I should see the springing up. My part is to scatter — 
the seed.’’ P 

««It's all desert down here,’’ answered the station 
agent. 

Drew was tod sleepy to talk. He and Brett went to 
the railroad hotel. ‘ oe 

The papers stayed in Drew's pocket till he and Brett 
had made the homeward run back across the desert — 
again. Drew was glad to get home, glad to see the 
whitewashed adobe house with its palisade of ocotilla — 
sticks, and the ocotilla corral back of the house. When 


‘Train's going to 


Maybe 


Drew pulled off his coat, some papers fell from his 


pocket. : 
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«« You scattered those papers that moan gave you?" 


asked Brett. 


«Oh !*’ said Drew. ‘‘I forgot.’’ 

Brett picked up the papers. 

«« What are they about?’’ asked Drew. 

Brett did not answer. Diew looked over Brett's shoul- 
der, and tried to read. 

«« What are they ?'" asked Drew. 

«« Bible verses,’’ answered Brett. 

«« Like gran’ ma used to read ?’’ asked Drew, who only 
remembered grandma from hearsay. 

. Brett nodded. He and Drew were orphans, and 
grandma was dead. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson owned the 
house where Brett and Drew roomed. 

«You like the verses ?’’ asked Drew. 
Brett laughed. 
«Well 'nough,”’ he said, ‘but this’s desert down 


here. If I didn’t do as the other men do they'd think 
‘twas queer. Bible verses ain't read very much down 
here."’ 


«Why ?"’ asked Drew. 

‘« There isn’t time,”’ said Brett. 

Brett put down the papers, and went to the door. He 
looked out at the ocotilla-stick palisade, and the corral, 
and the river. An Indian womgn went by the palisade. 
She was carrying an o//a, or Indian water-jar. She had 
swum across the river, pushing her bab; before her in 
the olla, as was her Yuma Indian mother custom when 
Brett did not see her as she walked by the 
palisade. He was looking out into the air, but he saw 
an old red Bible. It used to be grandma's. Brett did 
not know where it was now, but he could see grandma, 
sitting as she used to, reading that old red Bible. Brett 
thought of another. time too. - It was the day when 
Brett's father first took down that red Bible, and read 
aloud, and said, ‘‘ Let us pray."’ Grandma had always 
had to do all the praying before that time when Brett's 
father had been converted. That had been a joyful day 
to grandma. 

But all this had happened years ago, and hundreds of 
miles from here. Grandma was dead, and Brett's father, 
afid the old red Bible was'gone, and here was the desert, 
and Brett, and Drew. Was there no time in the desert 
for reading the Bible ? 

Next day, Brett went off on an engine. He did not 
take Drew this time. Drew stayed at Mrs. Johnson's. 
Drew pinned the stranger's printed Bible verses around 
the room Brett and,Drew hired. Drew’ amused himself 
feeding the bronchos through the ocotilla sticks of the cor- 
fal, and he gathered a kind of mistletoe that grows on the 
mesquite trees, and he sat on the river bank near the 
corral and watched the river. Once in a while, Drew 
would see, astride a log coming down the river, an Indian 
that had plastered his head with mud. 

One day when Drew was sitting on the river bank, one 
of the bronchos succeeded in breaking down the ocotilla 
Sticks on the side of the corral toward Drew, and getting 
out of the corral.. Drew, who was always a little afraid 
of this particular broncho, because of his biting propen- 
sities, began to run. The mischievous pony, delighted 
with his freedom, kicked up his heels, and showed his 
teeth, and frightened Drew, who, not looking where he 
stepped, stumbled, lost his balance, and fell over the 
bluff, landing in the water. The water was not very 
deep at that spot, and Drew might have been able to 
help himself out, had it not been that, in falling, he had 
struck his head so severely as to almost stun him. The 
water partly revived him, but he could not swim, and in 
a moment was carried out where the river was deeper. 
Drew struggled unavailingly, and tried to call out. The 
water choked him. 

**I can't swim. I'm going to drown,’’ thought Drew. 

He tried again to call out. -He sank under the water. 
He felt himself tossed along like a leaf. 
grew black. 

‘* They won’ t—know—where I'm gone. 
me fall—and Brett '’ — 

He came up again and went down. A big black some- 
thing floated near him. It was a log, and an Indian 
wontan was on it. She caught Drew, and pulled him 
upon the log. She pushed the log to shore, and helped 
Drew home. Kind Mrs. Johnson put himi to bed and 
took care of him. She kept him in bed a @ouple of 


swimming. 


Everything 


Nobody saw 
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verse, the door opened, and Brett hurried in. He put 
both arms around his small brother, and held him tightly. 
Drew could feel Brett tremble. Something 
splashed down on the small brother's cheek. 

‘You feeling bad over me?’’ asked Drew. 


warm 


«TT mall 


right! Only Mrs. Johnson don't let me get up yet. I've 
been lying here redding the verses on the wall. There's 


lots of time to read Bible verses when you' re sick abed !"' 

Brett found his voice. 

‘* I’m going to find some time for Bible reading, after 
this, myself,’’ he said. 

‘‘Like gran’ma? asked Drew. ; 

‘‘Yes,"’ said Bfett, soberly. ‘When God is good 
enough to take time to save my little brother for me, 
seems as though I might find time enough to read the 
Bible,’’ 

‘‘ Will you read it to me?’’ asked Drew. 

‘‘Yes,’’ promised Brett, ‘‘only you must hurry and 
get well.’’ 

‘« Drew smiled. 

««T'll get well, and ride on the engine, and throw some 
more mesquite seeds out to grow,’’ he said. 

Sut the seed the stranger had tried to sow in the desert 
had sprung up before Drew's mesquite seeds. 


East Oakland, Cal. 





It is purposed to bring into this department, and that immedi- 
ately following, articles, brief suggestions, and outlines of tested 
methods, that shall be helpful to Sunday-school workers. With 
the exception of current lesson helps, everything that has to do 
with methods of Sunday-school work will be classified and pre- 
sented here. The Editor is always glad to know of methods that 
have been found, by experience, to be useful in any department of 
the Sunday-school. 


So. 
Hints for Union Teachers’- Meetings 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


LL agree that the teacher needs teaching. The only 
question is as to the best way in which to secure 
that instruction. The ideal way is to have a weekly 
teachers’-meeting in connection with each Sunday- 
school. Experience shows that this is not possible, for 
many reasons, chief among which is the lack of compe- 
tent leaders. Teachers will not come to a meeting the 
leader of which cannot teach them anything. This ex- 
plains the failure of most of the local gatherings for 
lesson study. Then what? Well, then the next thing 
is to try the union teachers’-meeting. But even that 
will fail, unless it is managed with care and “ brains.’’ 
In large cities like New York, Brooklyn, or Philadelphia, 
where there is already a Sunday-school organization cov- 
ering the city, this is an easy matter, for those in charge 
of the work for the whole city can organize such teach- 
ers’ -meetings in various sections of the town, and see to 
it that the proper teachers are on hand. 

But in smaller towns, of, say, thirty to forty thou- 
sand inhabitants (or even less), the way to begin is for 
some superintendent or pastor who has this matter on 
his heart to call a meeting of the other leaders, in order 
to discuss and take action on the whole question. Asa 
result of such a meeting, it will probably be decided to 
begin a union meeting for the study of the lesson. The 
question of time and place must be decided according to 
the best judgment of those engaged in the work. Then 
comes the question of the leader. This is really the most 
important matter of all, for a poor leader will kill any 
meeting held at any time and in any place. As a rule, 
one person ought to have the class in charge for one sea- 
son, though it sometimes happens that this:arrangement 
cannot be made, on account of wretched denominational 
jealousies. Ther rotation in office is a necessity. But 
this ought notto be weekly, but rather monthly, rotation. 
Let the ministers take the charge, if they be adapted to 
this kind of work, but use laymen as well when suitable 
ones can be had. 

Arrangements having been made, let the meetings be 
well advertised, both in the local papers and from all 


the pulpits and superintendents’ desks. Let the super- 


days. Sometimes Drew looked at the Bible verses that intendents themselves be sure to attend, counting the 


he had fastened on the walls. He spelled*them out. 
One or two verses he could read pretty welk 
“The second day, when he was lying, spelling out a 


teachers’ -meeting night as sacred to that gathering, and 
doing their best, by example as well as precept, to in- 
duct their teachers to come. With a light room, good 
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maps and blackboard, and with a large attendance of 
the superintendents, the meeting ought to be a marked 
success. Without these things it may start in well, but 
it is sure to die out before very long. 

Now, supposing that all preliminary arrangements 
have been made, and the meeting is started, haw should 
it be conducted? In answering this question, large 
latitude must be givén for the personality of the leader. 
No two men will go to work in exactly the same way. 
But there are certain fundamental principles that must 
be observed to make the meeting a success. Two ques- 
tions ought to be answered in cach teachers’ -meeting ; 
namely, first, What are we to teach? and, second, How 
are we to teach it? 

What are we to teach? This can be answered by 
replying to five questions, which have frequently been 
arranged as follows : 


HEN? 
HERE? 
HO? 
HAT? 
HAT THEN? 

These deal with the chronology, the topography, the 
actors, ‘the acts, and the practical conclusions. All 
these may be drawn out of the class by appropriate 
questions on the part of the leader. He must, of course, 
be careful not to ask questions that are too difficult for 
the class, especially if he puts questions to individuals. 
Wisdom is needed in this, as in all similar matters. 
The answers to the four first questions can easily be had. 
The last, however, is by far the most important of all, 
for on its answer depends the practical application of 
each lesson to the heart and life of the scholar. Here is 
just where so many teachers come short. They do well 
with the story, but when they come to its application to 
the lives of those whom they are teaching, they stop, 
and leave the scholar to go without any help for his 
daily battle. This, therefore, is where the léader must. 
amplify the lesson, and show what are its bearings on 
modern life and act. If, for example, the lesson be 
‘*Solomon’s choice,’’ the teacher must not only make 
clear the fact that God gave Solomon his choice, and — 
that that sovereign chose well, but he must go on to 
show how, in a very true sense, God gives us our choice 
of many things, and that we may choose well or ill, as 
we please. 

Now, if any one asks how much emphasis should be 
put on this last of the five questions, | should say at 
least half of the time alloted to the lesson study. And 
this for two reasons. First, because it is the most im- 
portant ; and, second, because it is the most difficult. 

If the class meets in a lecture-room, and the feeling 
is one of acquaintanceship between the members, the 
class can be conducted colloquially. This is the old 
‘Socratic method,"’ and there has never a better method 
been found. But if the claSs meets in a large church, 
or if there is no mutual acquaintance among the teach- 
ers, this method may be impracticable. Then the 
‘‘lecture method '' must be adopted. But even then 
there ought to be opportunity given at each lesson for 
any one to ask questions on the lesson or its surround- 
ings. This will give life to the meeting, and will at 
the same time be helpful both to the teacher and to 
those taught. 

If the leader can use the blackboard, all the better. 
But then caution must be used not to confuse the class 
by putting a mu!tiplicity of minor points on the board. 
A few simple points, well amplified, are better than 
many simply thrown at the class. Condense what you 
have to say into not more than twelve words at the out- 
side, and put those on the board, and the class will 
remember them. I have used the board for many years, 
and rarely put more, than half that number of words 
on to it. 

Our first point was, ‘‘ What are we to teach ?'’ The 
second is, ‘‘ How are we to teach it?’’ The first deals 
with matter, the second with manner. The second pojnt 
is almost as important as the first. Suppose that the 
lesson is on Solomon's temple. The leader might-sug- 
gest that the best way of approach to this lesson would 
be by asking the class which was the most magnificent 
church that they had ever seen. From this as a start- 
ing-point, they could go on, comparing Solomon's temple 
with the finest that we have in our city, and so making 
it vivid to the scholar. When it comes to the applica- 
tion of the lesson, it might be brought out that a good 
way to arouse the interest of the class would be to ask 
how many people there are living in your town. When 





they tell you, ask what they would think if there were as 
many temples or churches in the town as there were 
people. Of course, they will say that that would be 
ridiculous. Then tell them that not only would it not 
be ridiculous, but that it ought to be so; for every one 
should have his heart a temple of the Holy Ghost. In 
this way the town would be full of walking temples, in 
which worship could be carried on at all hours of the 
day. This will illustrate what I mean by the ‘‘ how” 
of teaching. When the class comes to this part of its 
exercise, suggestions can be profitably asked for by the 
” leader, so that the experience of many may be focused 
on this one point. 

In each union teachers’ -meeting there should be warm 
and earnest singing, and hearty prayer, asking for God's 
specific blessing on this meeting, and on the schools and 
scholars represented in the room. This binds hearts 
together in Christian sympathy, and so gives to the meet- 
ing a doubly helpful spirit. 


New York City. 
CAD 


‘The Superintendent's Lesson analysis is not the only kind 
* Difficulties and = that has value. Sometimes it may be 
Requisite: * of service to analyze the characteris- 
ties both of the general work and the general worker. So 
thought the Rev. William C. Covert, of the Merriam 
Park Presbyterian Sunday-school, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
in giving the following outline at a recent meeting of the 
St. Paul superintendents’ union : 


Chief Difficulties and Requisites of the Sunday- School 
Superintendent 


OBSERVATIONS : 
1. You are a unique class of Christian workers. 
2. You are the leaders in a wonderful organization. 
3. You have a great responsibility resting on you. 
4. You are in a field abounding with difficulties. 
Your CHIeF DIFFICULTIEs : 
1. In yourself. 
(1.) Lack of professional ability. 
(2.) Failure in specific preparation. 
(3.) Want of sympathy and adaptation with your 
stituency. 
(3.) Inadequate appreciation of the importance of your 
work, 


con- 


2. In your school. 
(1.) A preoccupied condition. 
(2.) Want of reciprocation between the home and the school. 
(3.) A helplessness on the part of the school as to how to 
study the prescribed lessons in a practical and inter- 
esting way. 
3. In your times. 
(x.) A tendency away from the Sunday-school. 
(2.) The congestion of our children’s minds and hearts. 
(3.) The relentless and absorbing character of the day- 
school work. 
(4.) A relaxed condition of parental religious influence. 
Your CHIEF REQUISITES : 
. An unimpeached Christian character. 
. A living interest in and thorough knowledge of the Bible. 
An acquaintance with the personnel of the whole scheol. 
Religious convietions grounded in experience. 
. A consuming zeal for saving souls. 


—&... 


Written Reviews of Recognizing not only a need of special 
Supplemental drill in Scripture truth, but a desire 
Lessons on the part of the scholars, George P. 
Millard, superintendent of the First Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school of Peoria, Illinois, and his co-workers, pre- 
pared’ an ‘‘outline study of the Bible’’ for use as 
supplemental lessons, graded from one department to 
another, for written quarterly examinaticns. He says : 
«« Beginning with the primary classes learning the Com- 
mandments, Lord’s Prayer, etc., the junior department 
follows in drawing maps of Palestine and the tabernacle, 
end explaining the temple service. This leads to a study 
in the intermediate department of the books of the Bible, 
their classification and purpose, with an outline history 
of the Jews, developing into the life of Christ as the ful- 
filment of all Old Testamert fgures and prophecy. In 
the senior department we have been studying the proofs 
of the divine origin of the Bible, and the teachings of 
the Bible as to the plan of redemption,—in the latter 
answering the review questions by Scripture texts."’ 
There is also a quarterly written review on the regular 
lessons. Marks are given for both, all standing above 
seventy-five, on a scale of one hundred, receiving a 
quarterly certificate of honor, with a diploma at the end 
of the year to every one who has gained the four certificates. 
These ‘‘are proving a wonderful incentive to continued 
co-operation and study'’ on the part of ‘the scholars.- 














One Teacher’s Plan 
By Mrs. E. H. Amis 


“ H! WHAT am I to do about my class? They 
are so lacking in real spiritual life that I feel 
utterly discouraged !"’ 

This was the heart-cry of Miss M » an earnest, 
consecrated Sunday-school teacher, who had for years 
had charge of a class in a small country church. There 
were a dozen in her class, and they were all deeply 
attached to their teacher, and, as she prepared the lessons 
with earnest prayer and study, she never failed to in- 
terest them. 

But now they were budding into young womanhood, 
and she could see that their thoughts were chiefly upon 
the adorning of their persons, while they really cared 
comparatively little about the beauty of the Lord their 
God being upon them. 

This faithful teacher, feeling this, was ‘‘ perplexed, 
but not in despair,’’ but, remembering the blessed prom- 
ise, ‘‘If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, .. . and it shall be given 
him,’’ she spread her troubles before the’ Lord ; and, in 
answer to persevering prayer, the promise was verified. 

The next Sunday, teacher and scholars were in their 
places as usual, and, after the lesson had been recited, 
the teacher, in her own attractive way, said, ‘‘ Girls, I’ve 
thought of a plan for our class. 
it out ?”’ 

Instantly twelve hands were uplifted, and twelve pairs 
of eager eyes were fixed expectantly upon the teacher. 

Miss M took from her bag thirteen small blank- 
books, and handed one to each of the girls, keeping one 
for herself. _ 

‘“Miss M is going to teach us bookkeeping,’’ 
suggested one bright girl, 

‘« Yes, you have guessed it.exactly. We are going to 
try to learn how to keep the Book of books,—keep it, 
not simply in our heads, but in our hearts, which is 
better. We will select some subject, and each week we 
will learn a verse of Scripture bearing upon that subject, 
memorizing also where the verse is found, and we will 
write the verses under their different topics in our little 
books." 

‘«Why couldn't we just mark them in’ our Bibles, and 
learn them?’’ asked one of the most thoughtful of the 
girls. 

‘« Because,”’ 


Who'll help me carry 


replied Miss M , ‘fevery month we 
will review all the verses we have learned, and it is more 
convenient to have them all written down together ; and, 
b.sides, we can so easily carry these little books in our 
pockets or bags. I have a friend who has adopted this 
plan, and she not only studies at home, but she says 
when she is going to take a walk or a ride she puts her 
little text-book into her pocket, and she has found the 
greatest pleasure and profit in thus studying and refresh- 
ing her memory ‘ by the way.’ "’ 

The girls all entered heartily into-the plan as Miss 
M had explained it, and she went home that day 
with a new hope in her heart. 

Some time after this it was the writer's privilege to visit 
this school. She sat near this same class of young 
ladies, and such a class! The lesson was beautifully 
and intelligently recited, every girl showing that her 
heart had been in the preparation of it. It chanced to 
be the day for a review of their Scripture texts, and the 
listener was filled with wonder and delight as she heard 
verse after verse perfectly recited, and the place where 
each verse was found also correctly given. 

No lack of spiritual life in that class, now. 
lem had been effectually solved. 


Goose Creek, Ky. 


‘ The prob- 
Let others try it. 
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A Teacher's There are many advantages in keep- 
Monthly Reports ing parents in touch with the Sun- 
eo Parents day-school. John W. W. Stewart, a 
teacher in the Parkdale Methodist Sunday-school .of 
Toronto, Canada, has devised a class-record book, to 
this end,* for monthly reports to the parents of his large 
class of boys between the ages of twelve and “fifteen. 


~ 


- Vol. 39, No. 2 


‘‘ Like many other boys,’’ he writes, ‘‘some have been 
sent to school, but remained away unknown to their 
parents ; some have been sent to school, but entered 
late, also uriknown to parents ; the majority failed to 
prepare théir lesson at home ; some continually forgot 
their offering ; some found difficulty in being orderly, 
also unknown to parents ; and many took no interest in 
bringing new scholars. Now all these obstacles are 
surmounted by the monthly report.’’ Each sheet of 
the book is a combination weekly and monthly record. 
The upper part of the page contains columns and blanks 
for weekly records, and remains in the book as a stub, 
The lower part is torn off, at a perforated line, and sent 
to the boy’s home, at the end of the month, for his 
parents to examine and sign. At the expiration of a 
year, each Loy who has secured a record of from eighty 
to a hundred receives special recognition of some sort. 
Mr. Stewart notes at least two benefits : the stimulus to 
the scholar to gain an honorable record, and the home 
co-operation of parents. It will be seen, from a copy of 
the page given below, how the credits are given : 
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DEAR FRIEND: 


We ask your hearty co-operation and prayers for our 
Sabbath-school, especially for YOUR BOY. Please sign this 
report, and return next Sabbath. 


a. 


Primary teachers have sometimes 
found it advantageous to divide the 
large picture-roll commofly used, 
and to hang the pictures separately, if the wall space is 
adapted to it. This may be done one at a time, Sunday 
by Sunday, during the quarter, or the roll may remain 
undivided until review Sunday, and the pictures then be 
spread out on the walls. They may be hung on a mold- 
ing, with hooks or clamps,—or on a cord stretched near 
the wall an one side of the room, or may be placed here 
and there, at different heights, wherever they will get the ” 
best light and be most effective. If they can be at — 
the front of the room, back of ‘the teacher,)so much 


Picture-Roll Pictures 
Hung Separately 


the better, , - 
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Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1897 





x. January 3.—Christ’s Ascension. ......+ +++ Acts 1: 1-14 
2. January 10.—The Holy Spirit Given... .. 2... 4s Acts 2 : 1-13 
3. January 17.—A Multitude Comyerted ......... Acts 2: 32-47 
4. January 24.—The Lame Man Healed....... Acts 3: 1-16 
5. January 31.—The Boldness of Peter and John. .... . Acts 4: 1-14 
6. February 7.—True and False Giving. ....... Acts 4: 32 to 5:11 
7. February 14.—The Prison Opened. ........+++. Acts 5: 17-32 
8. February 21,—The First Christian Martyr. . . . Acts6:8-15; 7. 54-60 
9. February 28.—The Disciples Dispersed. .........- Acts 8 : 1-17 
zo. March 7.—The EthiopianConvert.......... . - Acts 8: 26-40 
zz. March 14.—Saul, the Persecutor, Converted. . . . Acts 9: 1-12, 17-20 


12. March 21.—Christian Self-Restraint.........-. 1 Cor. 9: 19-27 
13. March 28.—Review. 


KKH 
Outline Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 


OO 
Study 4.—The Christians Triumphant 
over Jewish Persecution 


Acts 4: 1-31. D. 31 or 32. Jerusalem. 


The first Jewish persecution of Christianity culminated in 
the crucifixion of Christ. In this hostility, although the Sad- 
ducees were joined with them, the Pharisees were the most 
active and most bitter opponents. With the crucifixion the 
Jewish hatred was temporarily satiated, and it was some little 
time, perhaps a year or two, before that hatred revived into 
active opposition, and manifested itself in this arrest of Peter 
and John. In this movement the Sadducees were the aggres- 
sive Jewish party, for they were offended by the Christian 
preaching of the resurrection of their Master. The Pharisees 
were dormant because the Christians, contrary to the example 
of Jesus, did not antagonize the Pharisaic system, but con- 
tinued their conformity to Jewish rites and custems along with 


- their Christianity. 
. 


I. ANALYSIS OF THE MATERIA 

1. The arrest of Peter and John (vs. 1-4). 

2. The trial before the sanhedrin (vs. 5-12). 

3. The unwilling release of the prisoners (vs. 13-22). 

Thanksgiving and prayer of the disciples (vs. 23-31). 

Let the student write out in his own language a pagaphrase 
of Peter’s defense before the sanhedrin (vs. 8-12), and of 
the prayer of the Christians (vs, 24-30), reproducing as nearly 
as possible the exact thought and spirit of these passages. 
II. Worp AND PuHRAsE STUDY. i 

What three classes of enemies named in verse 1? What 
particular reason had each for hostility? Describe the duties 
of the captain of the temple. Observe how verse 4 contrasts 
the: persecution of the Christians with their success and in- 
crease in numbers (comp. Acts 2: 41). -On Annas and Cgaia- 
phas (v. 6) compare Luke 3:2; John 11: 49; 18:13. In 
verse 7 does ‘‘ power ’’ denote inherent ability, and ‘‘ name ”’ 
denote derived authority? On verse 11, compare Psalm 118 : 
22; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21: 42; 
Ephesians 2: 20; 1 Peter 2: 4-8 


1 Corinthians 3: 11 ; 
. On “neither is there any 
other name ”’ (v. 12), compare John 3:18; 14:6; 


thians 3 : 11; Galatians 1: 8, 9; Philippians 2: 9-11; 


1 Corin- 
Hebrews 


» 2:3. What is the meaning (v. 12) of ‘*must be saved” ? 


On the ascription in verse 24, comp. Psalm 146: 6. Meaning 
of ‘* by the Holy Ghost’ in verse 25? In this verse, what 
were the ‘‘ vain things’? upon which the people meditated ? 
Explain verse 29, first clause. 

III. Topics FoR CONSIDERATION. 

1. The Trial and the Release. Why this full, formal. meet- 
ing of the sanhedrin? Why was the family of the high-priest 
so particularly represented? Were they Sadducees or Phari- 
sees? Describe the mode of procedure in a trial before the 
sanhedrin. Review the facts of Jesus’ trial. What charge 
was entered against the apostles in this instance? Did the 
apostles acknowledge the jurisdiction of the sanhedrin in their 
case? If so, why? Consider carefully Peter’s statement as 
to its content and its manner. What was his teaching about 
Christ, and the relation of the sanhedrin to his death ? What 
was his teaching about the way of salvation? Consider the 
influence of the Holy Spirit in this defense. What was the 
wish and temper of the sanhedrin toward the Christians ? 
What restrained theth? (vs. 16, 21.) What decision did they 
come to, and why? What reply did the apostles make to 
their injunctions? Account for the leniency of the sanhedrin 
at this time. 

2. Peter and John. On their Eepen see Mark 6: 
7; Luke 22: 8; John 1: 41; 18: 16; 20:6; Acts 8: 14; 
Galatians 2:9. How were the a men complementary to 
each other? Was John always silent, or is it only that his 
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words have not been recorded? What is meant (v. 13) by 
calling Peter and John ‘unlearned and ignorant’ 
(Comp. John 7:15.) Do not the work and the writings of 
these two men show that they had peculiar ability, and were 
well educated? Is it meant only that they were not trained, 
as Jesus had not been, in the Jerusalem rabbinical schools? 
Is the English translation misleading at this point? 
‘took knowledge ’’ (v. 13, comp. Acts 3: 10 
physiognomic recognition? Does the phrase ‘‘ been with 
Jesus’’ indicate anything more than that they had been among 
his followers ? (Comp. Mark 14: 66-71.) 

3. The Prayer of the Christians. What made this situation 
an important crisis for the disciples? Was the outcome a 
virtual triumph for them against the sanhedrin ? 
elements in this prayer : 


men ? 


Does 
) mean simply 


Observe the 
ascription to God (v. 24), recalling the 
prophecy (vs. 25, 26), description of the situation (vs. 27, 28), 
appeal to God for protection, courage, assistance, and testi- 
mony (vs. 29, 30). Notice that the prayer is addressed to 
God, not to Christ. Compare the Old Testament quotation 
in verses 25 and 26 with the original in Psalm 2: 1, 2, and 
consider its application to this situation. Consider carefully 
the facts and the teachings contained in verses 27 and 28. 
For what did the Christians pray? How was their prayer 
answered? As to the form of this prayer, was it a prayer 
made on the occasion by one of the disciples, in the spirit of 
which all joined? or was it a stated prayer or chant of the 
Christians, already familiar from use on other occasions, which 
the Christians now repeated ? 


KCYEX 


Lesson 4, January 24, 1897 
The Lame Man Healed 


GOLDEN TEXT: //is name, through faith tn his name, hath 
made this man strong.—Acts 3 : 16. 


(Acts 3: 1-16. 
COMMON VERSION 


1 Now Peter and John went 1. 
up together into the temple at 
the hour of prayer, deing the 
ninth hour. 

2 And a certain man lame 
from his mother’s womb was 
carried, whom they laid 7 
at the gate of the temple whic 
is called Beautiful, to ask alms 
of them that entered into the 
temple ; 


Memory verses : 13-16. 
REVISED VERSION 


Now Peter and John were 
going up into the. temple at 
the hour of prayer, deing the 
ninth four. And a certain 
man that was lame from his 
mother's womb was carried, 
whom they laid daily at the 
door of the temple which is 
called Beautiful, to ask alms 
of them that entered into the 
temple ; who seeing Peter 

3 Who, seeing Peter and John and John about to go into 
about to go into the temple, the temple, asked to receive 
asked an alms. 4 analms. And Peter, fasten- 

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes ing his eyes upon him, with 
upon him with John, said, Look fone, said, Look onus. And 
on us. e gave heed unto them, ex- 

5 And he gave heed unto them, pecting to receive something 


Nn 


w 


wn 


expecting to receive something 6 from them. But Peter said, 
of them. Silver and gold have I none ; 
6 Then Peter said, Silver and but what I have, that give I 
old have I none ; but suchas I thee. In the name of Jesus 
nave give I thee: In the name Christ of Nazareth, walk. 
of Jesus Christ of N4&z’a-réth 7 And he took him by the right 


rise up and walk. hand, and taised him up: 
7 And he took him by the and immediately his feet and 
right hand, and lifted Aim up: his ankle-bones received 


and immediately his feet and 8 strength. And leaping up, 
ankle bones received strength. he stood, and began to walk ; 

8 And he leaping up stood, and he entered with them 
and walked, and entered with into the temple, walking, 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
and leaping, and praising God. g God. Andall the people saw 

9 And all the people saw him him walking and praising 
walking and praising God : to God: and they took knowl- 

1o And they knew that it was edge of him, that it was he 
he which sat for alms at the which sat for. alms at the 
Beautiful gate of the temple : Beautiful Gate of the temple : 
and they were filled with wonder and they were filled with 
and amazement at that which wonder and amazement at 
had happened unto him. that which had happened 


11 And as the lame man which 
was healed held Peterand John, 11 And as he held Peter and 
all the people ran together unto John, all the people ran to- 
them in the porch that is called gether unto them in the 
S6l’o-mon's greatly wondering. porch that is called Solo- 

12 § And when Peter saw #/, mons, greatly wondering. 
he answered unto the people, 12 And when Peter saw it, he 
Ye men of Is’ra-el, why marvel answered unto the people, 
ye at this? or why look ye so Ye men of Israel, why marvel 
earnestly on us, as though by ye at this ?man? or why 
our own power or holiness we fasten ye your eyes on us, as 
had made this man to walk? though by our own power or 

13 The God of A‘bra-ham, godliness we had made him 
and of I’saac, and of Ja’cob, 13 to walk? The God of Abra- 
the God of our fathers, hath ham, and of Isaac, and of 
glorified his Son Jesus ; whom Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
ye delivered up, and denied him hath glorified his *Servant 
in the presence of Pi’late, when Jesus; whom ye delivered 
he was determined to let Aim go. up, and denied before the 

14 But ye denied the Holy face of Pilate, when he had 
One and the Just, and desired a determined to release him. 
murderer to be granted unt6 14 But ye denied the Holy and 
you ; Righteous One, and asked 

15 And killed the Prince of for a murderer to be granted 
life, whom God hath raised 15 unto you, and killed the 
from the dead ; whereof we are *Prince of life; whom God 
witnesses. raised from the dead; 

16 And his name, through 5whereof we are witnesses. 
faith in his name, hath made 16 And ®by faith in his name 
this man strong, whom ye see hath his name mace this man 


unto him. 


= 


> 


a 


and know: yea, the faith which strong, whom ye behold and 
is by him hath given him this know : yea, the faith which 
perfect soundness in the presence is through him hath given 
of you all. him this perfect soundness in 





the presence of you all. 


1Or, fecte 2Or, thing * Or, Child: and so in ver. 26; iv. 27, 30. See 
Matt. xii. 8; Is. xlii, x; li. 13; lili. sr. *Or, Author %Or, of whom 
© Or, on the ground of 

The erican Revisers would substitute “who” 


; n or “that” for 
“which” in verse 10. 
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Lesson Plan and Analysis 
Toric OF THE QUARTER : The Church at Work. 
GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: 
gether with God.—1 Cor. 3:9 


We are labourers to- 


Lesson Toric: Doing Wonders in His Name. 


1. A Great Opportunity, vs. 1-3. 
OUTLINE : 2. A Wonderful Work, vs. 4-11. 
3- A Powerful Name, vs. 12-16. 


DAILY HOME READINGS : 
M.—ACTS 3: 1-11. } 
T.—Acts 3: 12-21. } The Lame Man Healed. 

W.—John 5: 1-9. Christ healing. 
T.—Luke 5: 18-26. The power of Christ. 
F.—John 14: 1-14. In Christ’s name. 
S.—Mark 16: 14-20. Signs following. 
S.—Matt. 17: 14-21. Power of faith. 
(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 


a 
Lesson Analysis 


I. A GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 
1. The Time : 


At the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour (1). 

He kneeled upon his knees three times a day (Dan. 6 : 10), 

I was keeping the ninth hour of prayer (Acts Io : 30). 

2. The Cripple : 
A certain man that was lame from his mother's womb (2). 

The man was more than forty years old (Acts 4 : 22). 

A certain man,...a cripple... who never had walked~ (Acts 
14 : 8). 

3- The Place : 
At the door of the temple which is called Beautiful (2). 

Let us shut the doors of the temple (Neh. 6 : Jo). 

Dragged him out of the temple, and straightway the doors were 
shut (Acts 21 : 30). 

4- The Apostles : 
Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple (3). 


He sent Peter and John, saying, Go and make ready ( Luke 22:8), 
They beheld the boldness of Peter and John (Acts 4 : 13). 


Il. A WONDERFUL WORK. 
1. Attention : 
Look onus. And he gave heed unto them (4, 5). 
The people all hung upon him, listening (Luke 1g : 48). 
To give heed unto the things which were spoken (Acts 16 : 14). 
- Command : 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk (6). 
Arise, and take up thy couch, and go (Luke 5 : 24). 
Stand upright on thy feet (Acts 14 : 10). 
3- Assistance : 

He took him by the right hand, and raised him up (7). 
He... took her by the hand, and raised her up (Mark 1 : 3f). 
Jesus took him by the hand, and raised him up (Mark 9g : 27). 
4- Cure: 

Leaping up. he stood, and began to walk (8). 

The fever left her, and she ministered unto them (Mark 1 ; 31). 
He leaped-up and walked (Acts 14 : 10). 
5. Conviction : 
They took knowledge of him, that it was he (10). 
We have seen strange things to-day (Luke 5 : 26). 
Indeed a notable miracle hath been wrought (Acts 4 : 16). 


Ill. A POWERFUL NAME, 


1. Not by Human Power : 

As though by our own power... we had made him to walk (12). 
Not by might, nor by power, .. . § saith the Lord (Zech. 4 : 6). 
Neither is he that planteth anything (1 Cor. 3 : 7). 

2. But in his Name : 

By faith in his name hath his name made this man strong (16). 
In the name of Jesus. . . doth this man stand (Acts 4 : 10). 

I charge thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out (Acts 

16 : 18). 

=e 


Verse 1.—‘‘ Going up into the 
(1) The place of prayer ; 
tice of prayer. 


temple at the hour of prayer.” 
(2) The hour of prayer ; (3) The prac- 


Verse 4.—‘' Look on us.'" (1) The apostles’ intention ; (2) Thé 
cripple’s expectation ; (3) The miracle resulting. 

Verse 6.—‘‘ In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 
(1) The powerful name ; (2) The comprehensive command. 

Verse 9.—‘‘ All the people saw him walking and praising God.” 
(1) KAmeness gone ; (2) God glorified ; (3) Spectators convinced. 

Verse 12.—‘* Why marvel ye at this fian ? or, Why fasten ye your 
eyes on us?" ,(1) Nee sdless wonderment ; (2) Misdirected gazing. 

V erse 16. —" By’ faith in his name hath his name made this man 


strong.’ (1) The man made strong ; 


(2) The name imparting 
power ; (3) The faith accepting he aling. 


A ° 
Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


HERE are no intervening events narrated, but this miracle 
is singled out because it led to the first conflict between 
the Jewish rulers and the Christian believers. 

Piace.—The Beautiful Gate of the temple enclosure and 
Solomon’s Porch. The latter was on the eastern side of the 
enclosure, overhanging the valley of the Kidron. It did not 
exist in the days of Solomon, but the terrace was supposed to 
be a relic of the first temple. The Beautiful Gate is named 
only here, and its identity is disputed. Some think it was the 
outer entrance from the Tyropean bridge to the southern 
cloister, —that is, at the southwestern corner of the enclosure, 
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Others identify it with the gate in the center of the eastern 
side, from the court of the Gentiles to the court of the women. 
It has also been thought that the name applies to the great 
inner gate, called Nicanor, leading into the inner court of the 
temple. The second view seems preferable. ' 
Time.—There is nothing to indicate the date. The margin 
.of our English Bibles includes all the events from the Ascen- 
sion to the death of Stephen under A. D, 33; but the period 
must have covered several years, probably from A, D. 30 to 
36. Chapters 2: 43-47 3 4: 32-353 5: 13-36, 42; 6: 7, 8,— 
all imply periods of some length, during which there was quiet 
growth. The time of day @as at and after 3 P.M. 
Persons.—Peter and John; a lame man; the people in the 
temple. 
ZB... 


Critical Notes 

Verse 1.—Now Peter and John: Peter's name naturally 
comes first, as he was more prominent in the events to be 
narrated.— Were going up : The tense, as so often in-Greek, in- 
dicates what was going on when some other event occurred. 
On the reason for omitting ‘‘together’’ here, see Critical 
Notes on chapter 2: 47.—Jlnéo the temple: As the believers 
habitually did (comp. 2: 46).—A* the hour of prayer, being 
tie ninth hour : The hours of prayer were the third, sixth, and 
ninth,—that is, 9 A.M., noon, and 3 P.M.; the last was the 
hour of the evening sacrifice. The time of day is specified 
because of the connection with the arrest (see 4.: 3). 

Verse 2.—A certain man that was lame from his mother’s 
womb: Not made so by accident or disease.— Was carried: 
While Peter and John were going up.— Whom they laid daily: 
Or, ‘‘ Day by day,’’ as in 2: 47 and elsewhere. The tense 
points to habitual action. —A¢ the door of the temple: ** Door”? 
is a different term“from “‘ gate ’’ in verse 10, though referring 
to the same entrance, which was probably a door between the 
courts of the great enclosure, rather than the outer gate from 
the bridge or city.— Which is called Beautiful: The name 
occurs only in this passage, and the gate or door has not been 
The Greek 
word suggests the idea of freshness and bloom rather than 


certainly identified (see Lesson Surroundings). 


that of beauty, although the latter sense is conveyed here.— 
To ask alms of them that entered into the temple: 
heathen, also, beggars sat at the temple gates. 


Among the 
The usage 
still prevails in Roman Catholic countries, and continued in 
Scotland long after the Reformation. 

Verse 3.—Seeing Peter and John about to go into the tem- 
ple: It does not follow from the phrase ‘‘ go into ’’ that this 
took place at the outermost gate, for they would naturally go 
beyond the court of the Gentiles to offer their prayers. —Ashed 
fo receive an alms: The Revised Version reproduces the full 
form of the Greek. ’? is simply a contraction of the 
Greek word here used, and is not plural, so that *‘ an alms ’”’ 
is correct. 


** Alms 


Verse 4.—And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him: The 
word is the same as in I: 
fastly.’’ It denotes a fixed, penetrating look, and in this case 
betokened kindly interest.— With John » Both probably looked 


stedfastly at the man, though Peter seems to have spoken for 


10, there rendered ‘‘ looking sted- 


both.— Zook on us: This command may have been designed 
to discover, from the man’s response, whether he was adapted 
to receive the miraculous favor, or to direct his attention to 
the apostles, and thus prepare him for the coming cure. 

Verse 5.—And he gave heed unto them: A peculiar word is 
used, suggesting the idea of keeping his mind or eyes fixed 
upon them. Doubtless he looked steadily at them, waiting 
for what they would bestow.—L£apecting to receive something 
Jrom them: Evidently money. 

Verse 6.—Aut Peter said: ** But’ brings out the contrast 
between the expectation of the lame man and what was said 
to him.—Si/ver and gold have 1 none: 
me.”’ 


Literally, ‘* is not to 
The fact that the apostles had no money with them 
does not prove their poverty, nor was it necessarily a result of 
the virtual community of goods among believers (2 : 44, 45). 
—But what I have, that gjve I thee: This is far more exact 
and forcible than ‘such as I have give I thee.’’ What he 
had was the power of healing, and this he is about to exercise, 
**give ’’ being a terse expression aptly used. That this power 
of healing was dependent upon a higher power is evident from 
what follows.—/n the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk: The preposition rendered ‘‘in’’ is not the same as that 
in 2: 38; here the phrase means ‘‘in virtue of the name cf 
Jesus the Messiah, of Nazareth.’’ ‘‘Christ’’ is nota proper 
name here, but a title. ‘‘Of Nazareth”’ is added to specify 
the person, rather than with a reference to the contemptuous 
udt of the term. The briefer reading accepted in the Revised 
Version is better sustained and more graphic. 

Verse 7.—<And he took him by the right hand: Or, ** taking 
him,’’ etc. This act is preliminary to the next one mentioned, 
and implies a vigorous seizing of the hand. Notice the full 
and accurate description of the cure, made by a physician. — 
And raised kim up: More accurate than “* lifted him up.’’ 
This act was needful, not to cure the man, but to connect the 
cure with the person of Peter, as in the case of many of our 
Lord’s miracles.—/mmediately his feet: Not the usual term 
for ‘* feet,’’? but one meaning ‘‘steps,’’ then applied to the 
foot as the means of stepping.—//is ankie-dones - Or, *‘ an- 
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kles,’’? where there was probably special weakness. — Received 
strength: The Greek term suggests that_ these members were 
made solid, firm. 

Verse 8.—And leaping up, he stood: The Revised Version 
is more graphic. The leaping up may have been from his 
couch, as preliminary to standing, or it may have been a joyous 
spring, under the consciousness of new strength, as in the 
latter part of the verse.— Aegan to walk - Or, ‘* walk about ;”’ 
the same word as in verse 6. The tense used justifies the 
rendering of the Revised Version.—And he entered with them 
into the temple: This clause is to be separated from the pre- 
ceding one, which describes the cure. The permanent effect 
is now narrated. The three passed through the Beautiful 
Gate into the inner enclosure, either the court of the women 
or that of the Israelites. — Walking, and leaping, and praising 
God: The permanent cure is evidenced by the first phrase, 
the joyful bodily expression of gratitude by the second, the 
pious thanksgiving by the third. ‘‘ Leaping ’”’ is the simple 
verb here ; in the previous clause a compound term is used, 
pointing to a springing up. 

Verse 9.—Adll the people: The Jewish people in the ccurt 
of the temple.—Saw him watking and praising God: They 
doubtless also heard him praising God. Attention would at 
once be attracted to him, and the miracle had this result, in 
order that it might become an attestation to the truth which 
Peter would proclaim. 

Verse 10.— They took knowledge of him: A stronger ex- 
pression than ‘‘knew,’’ implying full knowledge. or recogni- 
13).— That it was he: As he had been laid 
daily at a principal entrance to the temple, he would be easily 
recognized.— Beautiful Gate: A different term from that in 
verse 2, though evidently referring to the same entrance.— 
Wonder and amazement; Both words express a high degree 
of astonishment, and, joined with ‘‘ were filled,’’ 
extraordinary effect. 

Verse 11.—And as he held Peter and John: A new para- 
graph begins here, the verse being an introduction to the 
speech of Peter. The Revised Version accepts a briefer read- 
ing, omitting six words that occur in the Authorized Version, 
which, however, represent but three Greek words. The man 
kept hold.of the apostles, doubtless in grateful recognition of 
their agency in his cure, John also being included. This oc- 
curred after what is narrated in verses 9 and 10.—A// the 
people: As in verse 9, the worshipers in the temple enclesure. 
—Ran together unto them: That is, the apostles, though the 
healed man is necessarily included.—/n the porch that is called 
Solomon's : This implies that there were several porches in the 
temple. They were. long colonnades on the outside of the 
courts. This one was on the east side, and is referred to, in 
John 10: 23, as the place where Jesus was teaching at the 
feast of dedication. It was not far from ‘the Beautiful 
Gate,’’ on any theory of the position of the latter.— Greatly 
wondering : 


tion (comp. 4: 


indicate an 


Placed last, for emphasis. 
more fully described in. verse Io. 


The feeling is that 


Verse 12.— When Peter saw it: Or, more simply, ‘‘ Peter 
seeing,’’—that is, the concourse and the wonder.—AZe an- 
swered unto the people: Answered their thoughts and feelings, 
which may or may not have found expression in words.— Ye 
men of Israel: Compare Acts 2 : 22. 
ites.”’ 


Literally, ‘‘ Men Israel- 
A respectful and appropriate form of address on this 
occasion.— Why marvel ye at this man? Or, “this thing,’’ 
since the pronoun in Greek may be either masculine or neuter. 
He does not deny that something wonderful had happened to 
the man, but would correct the wrong impression as to the 
cause of it.—Or why fasten ye your eyes on us: The verb 
rendered ‘‘ fasten your eyes’’ is the same as in verse 4.-— 
As though by our own power or godliness: ** Power” 
miraculous power ; ‘‘ godliness ’’ is preferable to ‘* holiness,’’ 
and is usually thus rendered. Peter denies that the power 
belonged to them, and also that it was conferred on the 
ground of any merit in them.—Had made him to walk: 
“This man’? is a correct explanation, but the Greek simply 
says ‘* him.’’ 

Verse 13.—7he God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob: Many manuscripts repeat the word ‘‘God’”’ twice, 
thus giving even greater emphasis to the solemn form.— 7he 
God of our fathers: The apostle at once connects the truth 
about Jesus with the God who revealed himself in the Old 
Testament, and thus seeks to gain the favorable attention of 
the people.— Hath glorified his Servant Jesus: The reference 
is to the miracle as glorifying Jesus, not to the continuous 
exaltation and glory given him byGod. The Revised Version 
properly renders ‘* Servant ’’ instead of ‘*Son,’? but by print- 
ing the word with a capital letter, it indicates that the term has 
a peculiar significance. The Greek word means “‘ boy,”’ and, 
like our English term, was applied either to sons or servants, 
But another word is always used in the New Testament when 
Christ is referred to as Son of God. Moreover, while Peter 
certainly believed that our Lord was the Son of God, he is 
here addressing Jews in regard to what *‘ the God of our 
fathers ’’ had done. In Isaiah (see marg. of the Rev. Ver.) 
the Messiah was spoken of as ‘‘ Servant,’’ and the phrase 
** Servant of Jehovah ’’ was an accepted designation of th> 
Messiah among the Jews. 


suggests 


The Greek word occurring here is 
found in the Septuagint as a rendering for ‘* servant ’’ in these 
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Messianic predictions. While Peter probably did not make 
this address in Greek, the report of it is to be interpreted by 
the usage of the Septuagint.. So the best commentators hold, 
— Whom ye delivered up: Thatis, to Pilate, and thus to death, 
The best manuscripts insert a conjunction marking the first 
member of a contrast, but the second part is not formally indi- 
cated (‘‘ whom ye indeed delivered up, but God raised him 
up’’), though expressed in another form.—Denied before the 
Jace of Pilate, when he had determined to release him: The 
Gospels tell the full story, and Peter refers to it as well known. 
‘* Before the face of’’ suggests the position of Pilate as judge, 
better than ‘‘in the presence of.’”’ They denied the Messiah, 
that too before a heathen ruler, one who desired to release 
him. Each point adds to the force of the accusation. 

Verse 14.—But ye denied the Holy and Righteous One: 
Denied as Messiah the Holy One of God, the Righteous One, 
possibly with a reference to Isaiah 53 : 11.—And asked for a 
murderer: That is, Barabbas, who is described as ‘‘a man 
a murderer,’’ a forcible expression. ‘* Asked for’’ is stronger 
than “‘ desired.”"— 70 be granted unto you: As a favor, the 
Greek implies. Compare the accounts of the trial before 
Pilate. 

Verse 15.—And killed the Prince of life: They were re- 
sponsible for the death of Jesus, whois here, by way of climax, 
described as ‘‘the Prince of life.’”” The word rendered 
‘* Prince’? has no exact English equivalent. The ‘terms 
‘* captain ’’ and ‘‘author’’ are the renderings in Hebrews 2: 
10, 12: 2, but both are inadequate. It here means the One 
who is not only the author (or source) of eternal life, but him- 
self the leader into eternal life, being in that sense prince and 
captain as well as author.— Whom God raised from the dead: 
This is the thought contrasted with ‘‘ delivered up,’’ but the 
intervening description makes the contrast much stronger.— 
Whereof we are witnesses: Or, ‘* of whom,’’ as in Acts 
2: 32. 

Verse 16.—And by faith in his name: The aposile now 
proceeds to connect all his statements about Jesus with the 
cure of the lame man, and thus to carry out the thought ex- 
pressed in verse 12. The Revised Version properly puts ‘* by 
faith in his name’? first. ‘‘ By,’’ or ‘‘on the ground of,”’ is 
more exact than ‘‘through.’’ Because there was faith in the 
name of Jesus, his name had wrought the cure. Evidently 
the faith of the apostles is the primary idea here, though that 
of the lame man was doubtless included. Their faith fur- 
nished the basis of the miracle.—//ath his name made this 
man strong: The cure was wrought in the name of Jesus 
(v.6). The verb ‘‘ made strong ”’ is the same as that rendered 
‘* received strength ’’ in verse 7.— Whom ye bchold and know: 
‘** Behold ”’ suggests that they were then looking at him.— Yea, 
the faith which is through him: ** Through ”’ is correct here, 
This clause is not a repetition of the preceding thought, but 
indicates that the faith which was the ground of the successful 
cure wrought by pronouncing the name of Jesus, was itself 
produced through Jesus. Our Lord is not only the object of 
faith, but he is the author of faith. This conclusively shows 
that the miracle was not due to their ‘‘ own power or godli- 
nets.’’—Hath given him this perfect soundness.in the presence 
of you all: ‘* This,’”’ as if he pointed to the cured man,- 
‘* Perfect soundness ’’ corresponds to the Greek word mean, 
ing ‘‘ wholeness.’’ The completeness of the cure and its 
publicity are adduced to prove that it was wrought only by 
faith in the very Person they had rejected and slain. The 
apostle, having made this conclusive demonstration, leaves the 
discussion of the miracle, and proceeds to preach to them Jesus 
the Christ, the author and object of faith. 

Western Theological Seminary. 


ASA e 
The Lesson Story 


” 


By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


HE band of Galileans who had migrated, and became the 
lowly fathers of the Church, were as strict Jews as any 
of their nation, and hence, at its rise, Christianity was practi- 
cally a development of the earlier economy, rather than a dis- 
tinct faith. So much was this so, that even amidst the dark 
bigotry of the center of Judaism the new sect for a time had 
favor with all the people. Indeed, it was long before the 
radical opposition between the old and new faiths was realized, 
the first fifteen heads of the Jerusalem church, as Gibbon tells 
us, having been “‘ all circumcised Jews ’’ (Gibbon, II, 270). 
The liberality of Paul and his co-workers at, Antioch, in 
relaxing the strictness of Judaism in the case of heathen-born 
converts, was, in fact, the earliest cause of dispute between the 
old and the new systems, but, once begun, the rift year by year 
deepened and broadened, till the hostility of the extreme 
Jewish Christians and of the Jews forced Paul to ‘‘ turn to the 
Gentiles,’’ and finally absolve the converts from among them 
from compulsory adherence to the rabbinical system. Yet 
James, the brother of our Lord, at Jerusalem, continued, till 
his martyrdom, a year before that of Paul, so zealous a fol- 
follower of the “‘law’’ that even the Jews called him “ the 
Just.” 
Hence the first Christians were as exact as any of their 
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nation in going up to the temple ct the hours of morning and 
evening prayer,—9 A: M. and 3 P. M. Carrying out this 
rule, Peter and John, the eldest and the youngest of the 
twelve, were one afternoon going up from Bezetha, north of 
the Castle of Antonia, or from the lower town, by way of 
Siloam, to the temple, and were approaching the great gate 
of Corinthian brass, known as the Beautiful, at the east en- 
trance to the court of the women, to pass through it to the 
court of the men, when they were accosted by a lame beggar, 
who was being carried along, to be laid at that famous gate to 
beg alms of the worshipers as they entered the temple. 

It is hard for us to imagine the splendor of this glory of the 
sacred house, for its leaves, according. to Josephus, were 
seventy-five feet high and sixty feet broad, and, though of 
priceless metal, were made additionally grand by being freely 
plated with gold and silver. It was the custom, in antiquity, 
for the poor to congregate at the gates of temples; and, 
indeed, it was natural to flock to such points, for religious feel- 
ing, as well as the greatness of the concourse of worshipers, 
offered most chance of winning charity. 

The poor creature presented in the lesson had been help- 
lessly deformed from his birth, and in the East, even now, 
there is no surgical aid to cure malformations or lameness, 
from whatever cause. It is extraordinary, indeed, to see the 
objects that appeal for alms in Oriental cities ; and this man 
appears to have been a specially sad case. 

Seeing Peter and John passing into the temple, the poor 
sufferer craved pity from them, and presently had a wondrous 
benediction. The Spirit of Pentecost was strong in both, 
and, as it so had kindled the enthusiasm of the whole body of 
disciples that new tongues alone sufficed to give it utterance, 
it, had roused in the apostles such a rapture of faith that they 
felt imipelled to a deadly warfare with all the forms in which 
the kingdom of Satan showed itself, of which physical calami- 
ties were held to be a distressing part. The miraculous pow- 
ers promised by Christ had, as they felt, been granted them, 
and needed only to be put forth. They would exercise them 
forthwith, to benefit this man, and thus, as it were, acciden- 
tally began a new development of spiritual power, by which 
**many signs and wonders were wrought by them among the 
people,’’ popular excitement gradually rising so high that 
people ‘‘even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid 
them on beds and couches, that, as Peter came by, at the least 
his shadow might overshadow some of them.’’ Indeed, “ the 
multitude came from the cities round about, bringing sick 
folk, and them that were vexed with unclean spirits : and they 
were healed every one.’’ 

Peter, fastening his eyes upon the lame man who was now 
about to be the first to benefit by this amazing effusion of 
supernatural power, told him to look at him and his companion 
John, which he did very willingly, thinking he was about to 
receive something from them. And indeed he was, but not 
what he fancied. Their eyes, meeting, Peter told himg ‘ Sil- 
ver and gold have I none ; but what I have, that give I thee. 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’’ The penni- 
less apostle had gifts higher than money to bestow. 
the miserable creature by the right hand, he raised him up 
from the wretched pallet on which he had lain, hopeless and 
helpless, from infancy. Quickened by the miraculous touch, 
strength flashed through the hitherto impotent frame, so that 
the feet and ankle bones, till now useless, gained at once 
manly force and vigor,—so instantly that forthwith he leaped 
up, and not only stood, but began to walk, at their side, 
as they entered into the temple, ‘‘leaping’’ for joy, with 
loud praise to God, who had enabled his servants to work this 
mighty miracle upon him. 

Gratitude to his benefactors, indeed, so filled his heart, that 
he clung to them, as if he feared his misery would return if he 

let them go. A long arcade, known as Solomon’s porch, 
perhaps a relic of the old times, left standing by Herod, ran 
along the east side of the temple grounds, and thus needed to 
be crossed to get to the men’s court. The healed one, hold- 
ing to the apostles, had entered this with them, and his excite- 
ment naturally drew a crowd’ round them presently, giving 
Peter an opportunity, which he instantly embraced, of pro- 
claiming the Messiahship of Jesus, urging as a proof the cure 
of the lame man, wrought by ‘‘ the faith which was through 
Christ.’’ What the result was, as regards the audience, is not 
said, but John and Peter had, for their part, the painful ex- 
perience of arrest and imprisonment till next day, for offending 
the Sadducee high-priests by preaching ‘‘in Jesus the resur- 
rection of the dead.’’ 


Bournemouth, England. 
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“Then Shall the Lame Man Leap 
as an Hart” 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


ee ANY wonders and signs were done by the apostles ”’ 

(Acts 2 : 43), but this one is recorded in detail, 
both because it was conspicuous as wrought in the temple, and 
because it led to weighty consequences. The narrative is so 


Taking. 
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vivid and full of minute particulars that it suggests an eye- 
witness, Was Peter Luke’s informant? The style of the 
story is so like that of Mark’s Gospel that we might reason- 
ably presume so. 

1. Thescene and the persons are first set before us. It was 
natural that a close alliance should be cemented between 
Peter and John, both because they were the principal mem- 
bers of the quartet which stood first among the apostles, and 
because they were so unlike each other, and therefore com- 
pleted each other. Peter’s practical force and eye for exter- 
nals, and John’s more contemplative nature and .eye for the 
unseen, needed each other. So we find them together in the 
judgment hall, at the sepulcher, and here. 

They ‘‘ were going up”’ to the temple when, as the original 
shows is meant, the incident to be recorded stayed them. 
They had passed through the court, and came to a gate lead- 
ing into the inner court, which was called Beautiful, from its 
artistic excellence, when they were arrested by the sight of a 
lame beggar, who had been carried there every day for many 
years, to appeal, by the display of his helplessness, to the 
entering worshipers. Precisely similar sights may be seen 
to-day at the doors of many a famous European church and 
many a mosk. He mechanically wailed out his formula, 
apparently scarcely looking at the two strangers, nor expect- 
ing a response. Long habit and many rebuffs had not made 
him hopeful, but it was his business to ask, so he asked. 

Some quick touch of pity shot through the two friends’ 
hearts, which did not need to be spoken in order that each 
might feel it to be shared by the other. So they paused, and, 
as was in keeping with their characters, Peter took speech in 
hand, while John stood by assenting. Purposed devotion is 
well delayed when postponed in order to lighten misery. 

There must have been something magnetic in Peter’s voice 
and steady gaze as he said ‘*‘ Look on us.’’ It was a strange 
preface, if only some small coin was to follow. It kindled 
some flicker of hgpe of he knew not what in the beggar. He 
expected to receive ‘something ’’ from them, and, no doubt, 
was asking himself what. Expectation and receptivity were 
being stirred in him, though he could not divine what was 
coming. We have no right to assume that his state of mind 
was concerned in fitting him to be cured, nor to call his atti- 
tude faith, but still he was lifted from his usual dreary hope- 
lessness, and some strange anticipation was creeping into his 
heart. 

Then comes the grand word of power. Again Peter is 
spokesman, but John takes part, though silently. With a 
fixed gaze, which told of concentrated purpose, and went to the 
lame man’s heart, Peter triumphantly avows what most men 
are ashamed of, and try to hide : 
none.’’ 


‘*Silver and gold have I 
He had left all, and followed Christ; he had not 
made demands on the common stock. 
along with true wealth. 


Empty pockets may go 


There is a fine flash of exultant confidence in Peter’s next 
words, whichis rather spoiled by the Authorized Version. He 
did not say ‘‘ such as‘I have,’’ as if it was inferior to money, 
which he had not, but he said ‘‘ waz I have ’’ (Rev. Ver.),— 
a very different tone. The expression eloquent!y magnifies 
the power which he possessed, as far more precious than 
wealth, and it speaks of his assurance that he did possess it, — 
an assurance which rested, not only on his faith in his Lord’s 
promise and gift, but on his experience in former miracles. 

How deep his words go into the obligations of possession ! 
‘* What I have I give ’’ should be the law for all Christians, in 
regard to all that they have, and especially in regard to spir- 
itual riches. God gives us these, not only in order that we 
may enjoy them ourselves, but in order that we may impart, 
and so in our measure enter into the joy of our Lord, and 
“know the greater blessedness of giving than of receiving. 
How often it has been true that a poor church has been a 
miracle-working church, and that, when it could not say 
‘* Silver and gold have I none,’’ it had also lost the power of 
saying, ‘‘ In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk’’ ! 

The actual miracle is most graphically described. With 
magnificent boldness Peter rolls out his Master’s name, 
there, in the court of the temple, careless who may hear. He 
takes the very name that had been used in scorn, and waves it 
like a banner of victory. His confidence in his possession of 
power was not confidence in himself, but in his Lord. When 
we can peal forth the Name with as much assurance of its 
miracle-working power as Peter did, we too shall be able to 
make the lame walk. A faltering voice is unworthy to speak 
such words, and will speak them in vain.” 

The process of cure is minutely described. Peter put out 
his hand to help*the lame man up, and, while he was doing so, 
power came into the shrunken muscles and weak ankles, so 
that the man felt that he could raise himself, and, though all 
passed in a moment, the last part of his rising was his own 
doing, and what began with his being ‘lifted up ’’ ended in 
his ‘‘leaning up.’? Then came a moment of standing still, 
to stead, himself and make sure of his new strength, and then 
he began to walk. 

The interrupted purpose of devotion could now be pursued, 
but with a gladsome addition to the company. How natural 
is that ‘* walking and leaping and praising God’’! The new 
power seemed so delightful, so wonderful, that sober walking 


25 
did not serve. It was a strange way of going into the temple, 
but people who are borne along by the sudden joy of new gifts 
beyond hope need not be expected to go quietly, and sticklers 
for propriety who blamed the man’s extravagance, and would 
have had him pace along with sober gait and downcast eyes, 
like a Pharisee, did not know what made him thus obstrepe- 
rous, even in his devout thankfulness. ‘* Leaping and prais- 
ing God’’ do make a singular combination, but before we 
blame let us be sure that we understand. 

One of the old manuscripts inserts.a clause which brings 
out more clearly-that there was a pause, during which the 
three remained in the temple in prayer. It reads, ‘* And 
when Peter and John came out, he came out with them, hold- 
ing them, and they [the people] being astonished, stood in the 
porch,’’ etc. So we have to think of the buzzing crowd, wait- 
ing in the court for their emergence from the sanctuary. Solo- 
mon’s porch was, like the Beautiful gate, on the east side of 
the temple enclosure, and may probably have been a usual 
place of rendezvous for the brethren, as it had been a resort 
of their Lord. 

It was a great moment, and Peter, the unlearned Galilean, 
the former cowardly renegade, rose at once to the occasion. 
Truly it was given him in that hour what to speak. His ser- 
mon is distinguished by its undaunted charging home the 
guilt of Christ’s death on the nation, its pitying recognition of 
the ignorance which had done -the deed, and its urgent en- 
treaty. We have to deal with only its beginning. ‘* Why 
marvel ye at this?’’ It would have been a marvel if they had 
The thing was no marvel to the Apostle, 
because he believed that Jesus was the Christ and reigned in 
heaven. 


not marveled. 


Miracles fall into their place and become supremely 
‘* natural ’’ when we have accepted that great truth. 

The fervent disavowal of their ‘‘ own power or holiness ’’ as 
concerned in the healing is more than modest disclaimer. It 
leads on to the declaration of who is the true worker of all 
that is wrought for men by the hands of Christians. That dis- 
avowal has to be constantly repeated by us, not so much to 
turn away men’s admiration or astonishment from us, as to 
guard our own foolish hearts from taking credit for what it 
may please Jesus to do by us as his tools. 

The declaration of Christ as the supreme Worker is post- 
poned till after the solemn indictment of the nation. But the 
true way to regard the miracle is set forth at once, as being 
God’s glorifying of Jesus. Peter employs a designation of our 
Lord which is peculiar to these early chapters of Acts, He 
calls him God’s ‘‘ servant,’’ which is a quotation of the Mes- 
sianic title in the latter part of Isaiah, ‘‘ the Servant of thé 
Lord.”’ 

The fiery speaker swiftly passes to contrast God’s glorifying 
with Israel’s rejection. The two points on which he seizes are 
noteworthy. ‘ Ye delivered him up;’’ that is, tothe Roman 
That was the deepest depth of Israel’s degradation. 
To hand over their Messiah to the heathen, —what could be a 
completer faithlessness to all Israel’s calling and dignity? But 
that was not all. ‘* Yedenied him.’’ Did Peter remember 
some one else than the Jews who had done the same, and did a 
sudden throb of conscious fellowship even in that sin make his 


voice tremble for a moment ? 


pow er. 


Israel’s denial was aggravated 
because it was ‘‘in the presence of Pilate,’’ and had overborne 
his determination to release his prisoner. The heathen judge 
should rise in the judgment to condemn them, for he had at 
least seen that Jesus was innocent, and they had hounded 
him on to an illegal killing, which was murder as laid to his 
account, but national apostasy as laid to theirs. 

These were daring words to speak in the temple, to that 
crowd. But the humble fisherman had been filled with the 
Spirit, who is the Strengthener, and the fear of man was dead 
in him. If we had never heard of Pentecost, we should need 
to invent something 6f the sort to make the transformation of 
these timid folk, the first disciples, into heroes intelligible. A 
dead Christ, lying in an unknown grave, could never have 
inspired his crushed followers with such courage, insight, and 
elastic confidence and gladness in the face of a frowning world. 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
The New Church's First Miracle on a Cripple 


T JERUSALEM in the pentecostal time there was one 

poor Christian who was not allowed to go into the temple. 

He was a cripple, and Judaism was not tender to imperfections, 

So God determined to take away his disability, and let him into 

the temple before the final emancipation from defects that 
makes even the spirits of just men perfect. 

In his enforced and accepted humility this man knew Peter 
and John, had faith for an alms at least, and asked it, expect- 
ing to receive *‘something.’? He did. It may and should 
be always more than expected. 

To show that Christ was still in his church, Peter said, fot 
in the name of the Holy Ghost so amazingly poured out, but 
‘*in the name of Jesus, Messiah, the Nazarene, walk about,’’ 
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Peter had revolted from all sensitiveness about recognizing the 
Nazarene. Pentecost had done its work on him. 

There was perfect faith in each, their right hands met, 
strength was supernaturally given, and, leaping up, he stood, 
began to walk without learning ; .and the first thing he did was 
not to go home to his mother, but into the temple, his heart’s 
home, walking, leaping, and praising God. 

No display of grace ever shows its effects on its recepient 
only. These effects followed: 1, All the people were filled 

(v. 10). 2. 
The lame man held Peter and 
John by the hand and in his heart (v. 11). 
glorified Jesus, showed him to be still present in his church. 
4. Showed the Jews that they had killed the Prince of life, and 
that he had been really raised from the dead with undiminished 
powers (v. 15). 5. And that the faith that comes through 


him, the ever-living, gives perfect soundness, evident to all. 


with wonder and amazement Human affection 
was indissolubly cemented. 


3. The miracle 


‘* Power into strengthless souls he speaks, 
And life into the dead,"’ 


Points : Destitution, information, inspiration, transformation. 


University Park, Colo. 
KYA 
Illustrative Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


OW Peter and John were going up into the temple (v. 1). 
N They were going up together. Association and friend- 
ship in. Christian work is very valuable. This was our Lord’s 
invariable method, He sent forth his disciples two by two. 
So what the one could not do, the other could, and they kept 
each other in heart andhope. Christian and Faithful together 
made the journey to the celestial city. Let yourself be bound 
in Christian friendship for prayer and service. There is spe- 
cial blessing promised from heaven to the two or three agreed 
on earth. It is a good thing in any church or Sunday-school 
to form little circles of the two or three who shall agree to 
pray and work together for the same person or desired bless- 
ing. I am sure Peter and John together Were more powerful 
than either of them could have been alone. 

That was lame from his mother’s womb was carried (v. 2). 
Here was a case as hopeless as well could be, It was a con- 
genital crippling. But Peter and John did not despair even 
They were certain that the power of their 
Christ was equal to it. Nor should we despair of the worst 
The man farthest gone in moral crippling is not too 
far gone for our Christ. Do not give up even the most ap- 
parently hopeless case. The ‘* whosoever will’’ includes 
everybody, and the Holy Spirit can energize even the will 


weakest and most manacled. 


of such a case. 


cases, 


This is a great, glad fact; our 
Christ is masterful enough for anybody. Keep at even the 
worst case, then, hopefully. Do not give him up. 

At the door of the temple which ts called Beautiful (v. 2). 
There ought to be such door Beautiful opening into every 
church and Sunday-school, It may not be builded of Corin- 
thian brass. There is better material. 
dent. A young country fellow, with his country gear and 


look, came to the great city to seek his fortune. 


Here is a true inci- 


He went, on 
Sunday, and stood in the vestibule of a large church. The 
congregation swept in and by him. Nobody noticed him. 
The sexton looked at him askance. There was no door Beau- 
tiful for him opening into that church. He tried other 
churches and on successive Sundays, but with the same result. 
At last, 
heart-sick and lonely, on another Sunday he tried another 


He could not find in any of them the door Beautiful. 


church, and, as he stood there in its vestible, he thought at 
first there was no door Beautiful in that®church either ; for the 
congregation swept in, toward him at least, uncaring and un- 
noticing. But as he was standing there, a gentleman came 
up to him, took him by the hand, pleasantly asked him if he 
would not like a seat. To his timid response, the gentleman 

And the poor heart-sick fellow found 
himself following the gentleman up the main aisle and into a 
The hymn-book was handed him. He 
was shown courteous attention, 


said, ‘** Come with me.”’ 


conspicuous pew. 
It was no wonder the poor 
fellow thought the sermon and the service interesting. When 
the service was done, the gentleman said to the young fellow, 
**] should be very glad to have you come again to the other 
service, to the Sunday-school, to the prayer-meeting, and when- 
ever you come there is place for you in my pew.’’ The 
heart-sick, lonely fellow had found the door Beautiful. It 
was not wonderful he came again; nor was it wonderfvl, 
through such door, he became a Christian, and a member of 
that church. Than he 
who was that shrinking fellow there was no one who became 
amore efficient, beneficent servant of his Lord. 


Fortune began to smile upon him. 


Before he 
died, after a most shining and bounteous stewardship, he was 
_ known the land over. And being dead, he yet speaketh. On 
the human side, it was all because that gentleman opened for 
him the door Beautiful on that Sunday morning. Better than 
splendid gate of Corinthian brass is such door of beautiful and 
courteous welcome. It ought to stand at the entrance of 
every church and Sunday-school. It can. 


Are you opening 
for anybody the door Beautiful ? 





* 


THE*SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


One of 
He seemed to 


Expecting to receive something from them (v. 5). 
Mr. Spurgeon’s preachers was discouraged. 
be effecting nothing. He came to tell his discouragement. 
He said, ‘‘ I have been preaching and preaching, and it does, 
apparently, no good whatever.’’ In his quick way, Mr. 
Spurgeon answered, ‘‘ Well, you do not believe God will bless 
every truth you declare,—do you?’’ ‘*Oh! certainly not,’’ 
replied the discouraged man, ‘‘ And that is just the reason 
why he does not,’’ was the true reply. The man did not be- 
lievingly expect, therefore he did not achieve. God would 
have us turn toward him look expectant when we work for 
him, just as this lame man did, at Peter’s instigation, toward 
the apostles. 

But what I have, that give I thee (v. 6). It is a good deal 
better to set a man on his feet, that he may earn his own 
money, than to give him money. It is often a far harder and 
more self-tasking thing to do, but it is a better thing. There 
is nobody who cannot give somewhat, What we need is a 
kindly readiness to give, and in the best way, what we can 
give. 

And he took him by the right hand, and raised him up (v. 7). 
I am sure I cannot tell exactly why Peter thus gave his hand 
to the lame man. Smitten into power by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, I am sure, the helpless ankle-bones would 
have gathered strength, and in the energy of Jesus Christ 
alone he could have leaped up, stood, begun to walk. He 
could have gotten on without farther help from the apostle 
than the speaking over him the great and the gracious name. 
But I suppose Peter gave him his hand because he couldn’t 
help it; because his whole heart yearned to lend the man 
some help; because there was in Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, that genuine, Christian, irresistible impulse to help 
wherever he could lend a hand. And I am quite sure the 
man was helped by it, and got on quicker and better with it 
than he would have done without it. It is the mark of a 
living, loving Christian that he is ever ready to lend a hand. 

But ye denied the Holy and Righteous One (v. 14). That 
is the utmost indictment against our human nature that the 
Perfect One could only meet death atits hands. Do not think 
that this indictment™lies against those ancient people only. 
There is many a man to-day who is denying the Perfect One 
his right claim and rule over himself. This is the sin of sins. 
And it is possible that even the cultured and courteous and 
beautiful are committing it. ‘* What sin have you done ?”’ I 
asked a fair girl once, as she bewailed her sin. ‘‘ This is my 
sin,’’ she said, ‘‘ that I have refused Christ so long.’’ 


Philadelphia, 
AA 
Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


FTER bringing out the lesson facts, let the teacher con- 
centrate the attention of the class on four individuals 
spoken of. They are Annas, Caiaphas, Peter, and John. In 
the council they stood confronting each other. The two first 
were men of much prominence in the nation ; the last two, men 
of no prominence. Two were well educated, and probably 
quite well to do, while the other two were ignorant and un- 
learned, and were relatively poor. Two had exalted official 
position, while two had no position at all. 

In the eyes of the world, the two former were of great im- 
portance to Jerusalem, while the two latter were of no impor- 
tance to that city. Yet in the eye of Heaven, these estimates 
were exactly reversed, and no men in Jerusalem were of half 
the importance that Peter and John were. It was these men who 
had (under God) brought great blessing to that city, and had 
brought to the lame man more than all the priests together 
could have brought. In reality, Annas and Caiaphas were an 
injury to their nation, while the two fishermen were a bound- 
less benediction. This shows how different are the estimates 
of earth and of heaven. 

And as it was then, soit may be in our day. We do not 
need official position, wealth, or even high education, to make 
us truly useful. And, on the other hand, we may have all of 


these, and yet be a curse to our generation. I know of a 


truckman who years ago was wild and dissolute. At that 
time he did not even know how to read or write. But he was 
reached by the Spirit of God, and converted.» He soon 
learned to read, sagas to be able to read ihe Bible. To-day he 


is a blessing to many in New York, and I have seen letters of 
abounding gratitude to him from those whom he has led from 
darkness to light. On the other hand, there are in that same 
city many men who are far from being a blessing to the city, 
and that in spite of wealth and position. 

I knew two preachers in that same city, years ago, the one 
a man of much refinement, and the other a weaver’s lad, of no 
education. Yet, of the two, the latter had far more influence 
for the right than the other, for he was filled with God’s Spirit, 
while the other was only filled with himself. If this teaches us 
anything, it teaches that, in order to be truly useful to our fel- 
low-men, we need but few of the advantages of this world. 
Very humble talents, consecrated to God, can be used by him 
in such way as to bring joy to many aheart. Carey the shoe- 
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maker was of more value to India than half a dozen of the 
governor-generals of that land. 

We need none of us wait for anything to come to us in the 
way of earthly advantage, before we begin to work for God. 


Use what you have, and, with God’s blessing, it will be quite - 


enough to make you accomplish much for God and truth. 
On the other hand, let no one think that, because they have all 
that earth can give, therefore they are of any real value to 
others. It may be, indeed, that they area real injury to many, 
just on this account. They may be proud of what they fave, 
instead of anxious to be what they should be, and so their ex- 
ample may be a bane instead of a blessing. 

Try to look at things fromm God’s standpoint, and you will 
see that it reverses many of men’s standpoints. We need 
much this vision of the invisible, for it will correct many wrong 
estimates that we have formed of matters and things around us. 

New York City. 


LYS 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


’ [EprTor's NoTE.—The list of reference books, given heretofore 
at the head of this article, appears this week on page 19, in con- 
nection with a special article on the subject by Professor Sanders.] 


(Acts 3 : 1-26.) 
I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION, 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

Read over Acts 3 : 1-26. Then reread the passage, noting 
(1) the omission of any statement in regard to the time between 
2:41 and 3:1; (2) the thoroughly Jewish background (vs. 
I, 2, 6, 8, 10) of this miracle ; (3) the publicity of the miracle 
of healing, and its tmmediate effect; (4) the cleverness by 
which Peter made the wonder of the crowd a means of preach- 
ing to it the gospel of repentance ; (5) the thoroughly Jewish 


character of his argument; (6) its abrupt stoppage by the 
officials. 


II. Torics AND QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION. 
[To be allotted in advance to members of the class.] 

Lumby, 31-38; Abbott, 51-56; Lindsay, 59-64; Stifler, 
33-36; Vedder, 28-31; Plumptre, 58-66; Ramsay, 363-365 ; 
Stalker, ‘* The Two St. Johns of the New Testament ’’ (Amer- 
ican Tract Society. $1), pp. 143, 151-154. 

1. The Date of 3: 1 to4: 34. (1.) Did the incidents of 
chapter 3 occur ‘‘soon after Pentecost ’’ (Abbott), or ‘‘ with 
some months, not to say a whole year, intervening ’’ (Stifler) ? 
Compare 2 : 42-45; 4:32, 34. Is this the zex¢ occurrence in 
order of time, or one especially significant occurrence out of 
many ? 

2. The Association of Pete? and John. (2.) Was this the 
first instance of their companionship ? See John 1:41; Luke5: 
I-11; 22: 8; John 13 : 23, 24; 18:15; 20:6; 21: 7, ete. 
(3-) How would we account for their intimacy,—by their long 
association, contrast of natures, unity of ideals, or by all 
together? What is the v/a/ element in such friendship ? 

3. The Scene. (4.) Draw a ground plan of the temple, 
locating the outer and inner courts, Solomon’s porch, court 
of the women, the two possible identifications of the Beautiful 
gate, and other interesting details. 
Chapter XXI; 
** Temple.’’ 


Conybeare and Howson, 
Abbott, 51; any Bible dictionary, article 
(5.) What light does this episode throw on the 
better side of Judaism and its historical relation to Chris- 
tianity ? 

4. The Miracle. (6.) Was it the first miracle ever per- 
formed by an apostle? Compare Matthew 1o : 8; Luke 
10:17. (7.) Was it the first miracle since Pentecost? Com- 
pare Acts 2 : 43 and Peter’s tone of assurance (v.6). (8.) 
Gather up the interesting details about the cripple (3 : 2, 7, 
8; 4: 22),—his ailment, his devoutness, his joy, etc. ; about 
the multitude,—their wonder, their awe (v. 12). Does their 
graphic character suggest Luke’s source of information ? 

5. Peter’s Sermon. (9.) Guided by the following outline, 
make a brief paraphrase of the address : The true Healer (vs. 
12-16) ; a double palliation of the former relation to him (vs. 
17, 18); a threefold reason for repentance (vs. 19, 20); a 
glorious hope (v. 21); the testimony of Moses and the 
prophets (vs. 22-24) ; its application to the multitude (vs. 25, 
26). (10.) Contrast Peter’s pentecostal address with this 
one. Granting that the common theme is the Messiahship of 
Jesus, what is the difference in the use made of it ? 

III. THe LEADING THovGuts. 

Think of the power involved in an ideal fricndship like that 
of Peter and John ! 

Consider the intensely devotional spirit of these leaders of 
the early Church, and its unceasing effect. 

What a trumpet call to Christian philanthropy this helpful 
impulse of Peter and John has been ! 

What remarkable men these apostles showed themselves to 
be,—in speech, in judgment,in self-assertion when that was 
wise, and in true humility where it would not be misunderstod ! 

Notice how skilfully Peter brings out the ‘‘ continuity of 
divine revelation,’’ and makes it a basis of appeal ! 


Ligh ewse 
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Notice the distinctness of the section of which this lesson is 
apart. Considering it as “scene third ” of the Book of Acts, 
what title would express its logical relation to the scheme of 
the book ? 

New Haven, Conn, 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


O* WHOSE sermon did we study last week? Did many 

people hear the sermon? Of what sin did Peter boldly 
tell them? How did they feel when Peter told of Jesus 
exalted to the right hand of God, and said it was ‘‘ that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified”? When they said, ‘‘ Breth- 
ren, what shall we do?’’ what did Peter tell them? How 
did many of them receive his word? Did they do as Peter 
told them? What was the name of last week’s lesson? Can 
you tell what ‘‘converted’’ means? They were changed, 
for conversion is a change. The people who gladly heard‘and 
repented were changed, They turned from sin, which they 
used to love, to God, whom they never loved before ; their 
hearts, which used to hate Jesus, were so changed that they 
loved him, Their lives, that used to be selfish and wicked, 
were changed to good, kind lives, loving those who loved 
Jesus Christ, and happy to share with others all their bless- 
ings. Can you tell now what it is to be converted? Repent- 
ance and conversion are just the same to-day that they were 
when Peter preached. As: soon as a child can understand 
what it is to do wrong, he can be sorry and repent, and, ask- 
ing Jesus to help him every day, can be changed from one 
who loves to sin to one who loves Jesus and tries to please 
him. 

The Hour of Prayer.—Because Peter and John could preach 
well, they did not pray any less. At the regular hour for 
afternoon service in the temple they went up to the place of 
prayer, going by the gate called Beautiful. 
high gate of brass, handsomely ornamented with plates of gold 
and silver. On the marble pavement, as they were passing, 
a lame man was lying. Seeing Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he held out his hand, asking for charity from 
them. Have you ever seen, at a city'street corner or on the 
steps of some great building, where crowds go by, a blind 
man or-a cripple asking for money from the passers by ? 

' Peter: —Peter atid John stopped. They looked sharply at 
the man, and Peter said, ‘‘ Look on us.’’ The man gave 
heed; he paid attention. No doubt he looked eagerly, and 
reached out his hand, expecting a large gift. We cannot 
know if he had seen ther before, or knew who they were. 
Perhaps they had passed that way before, and the lamg man 
may have noticed them, for he lay at the gate every day. 
Perhaps some neighbors or friends who pitied him.carried him 
there in the morning, and took him away at night, for all that 
he could do to make any living was to beg where people could 
see his poverty and need. Peter knew what the man ex- 
pected and wanted. He said to the beggar, “ Silver and gold 
have I none ; but such as I have give I thee.’’ 

** Rise Up and Walk.’’—That is what Peter bade the man 
do. He had never in all his life taken a step, and he was over 
forty years old. Did he say, ‘Oh, I cannot! I never could 
even stand’’? There was something Peter said which gave 
him strength and faith. ‘‘In the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth’’ he bade him walk. Peter took his hand, and lifted 
him up, helped him to rise for the first time. The Holy 
Spirit was given to Peter, and was given to the man willing to 
obey. Immediately, just as quickly as you could rise from 
the floor if you w®re sitting there, the man rose up, for the 
feet and ankles which had always been useless received 
strength. 

Praising God.—Three men, instead of two, together went 
to the place of prayer, and one of the three was walking aid 
leaping for joy. A few minutes before he had been a hopeless 
begging cripple, but the name of Jesus Christ had changed 
him to an erect man, walking with two of Christ’s disciples to 
the place of prayer and praise. - He did not thank Peter and 
John ; he did not turn to the people who stared and followed, 
or say, ‘‘ Peter did it, 1 am cured,’’ but he kept on walking 
and praising God. Did they all know him? All who saw 
him were sure it was the very man who had lain day after day 
in the same spot, a helpless beggar. The news of the miracle 
soon spread, and the wondering crowd ran together in Solo- 
mon’s Porch, staring in surprise. 

Faith in his Namé.—Peter spoke to the crowd, and asked 
why they wondered and why they stared at him and at John, 
as if by their own power they had miade the man to walk. 
He explained to them the truth that God had giorified his son 
Jesus. Peter reminded them that the Father of Jesus Christ 
was the Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, whom Peter 
called ** our fathers,’’—for all Jews were proud to claim these 
old fathers as their own. Peter never omitted a chance to tell 

* iow they treated Jesus, the Son of God. He said they deliv- 
ered him up and denied him, that they chose a murderer to 
live, and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the 
dead. _ What are Peter’s words in our golden text? Would 
‘ tig eee 4 . . . 
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This was a wide, _ 


the mere speaking of Jesus’ name have cured the man? 


What is it to have faith in his name ? 
Louisville, Ky. e 


AQ 
Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Julia E. Peck 


HOSE of us who. graduated a class the first Sunday in 
January, and are now asking the intermediate teacher 
how she ‘“‘ gets on’’ with our ‘‘ big boys,’’ expecting a report 
concerning matters of discipline, may, if we press the point, and 
this teacher is honest with us, receive valuable hints in regard 
to the preparation of our children for older classes, ‘‘ Your 
boys,’’ reports one intermediate teacher, ‘‘ are helpless when 
asked to look up references in their Bibles, as they have so far 
in their Sunday-school experience handled nothing but lesson 
leaves and picture cards.’’ 

Now if they are old enough to read Bible texts from lesson 
leaves, they are old enough to read the same texts from Bibles, 
and possibly intermediate teachers would, as a rule, like to 
have the children, as a matter of preparation before they leave 
our classes, grow accustomed to handling the Bibie. They 
like the idea of ‘‘ studying just like the big children.’’ But do 
not make the mistake of ‘‘ finding the place ’’ for each child 
in turn, leaving them nothing to do. 

For to-day’s lesson with our older children we teach them 
where to find Old and New Testaments, next telling them 
to find ‘‘Acts’’ in the New Testament, showing them the 
word ‘* Acts’’ on our own papers or Bibles,—for by our pro- 
nunciation alone they will not know what to look for, but, 
seeing the word in print, they can hold it in mind, because 
they are taught at school to read by the word method. 

We will not attempt to find chapters and verses to-day; we 
are merely trying to institute the beginnings of Bible study, 
and to. fix a habit of turning to the Bible rather than to lesson 
leaves for refefence. But our children are too young yet to 
learn in detail even about the books, chapters, or verses, of 
their lessons. 

We begin our lesson story by telling the children, who still 
hold their Bibles open at the Book of Acts, that there is here 
a story of a lame man who had never taken a step. 

We do not read of him when he was a boy, but the story 
begins where eyery day his friends used to carry him to a gate 
that led to the church (temple), and leave him there to beg 
for money and for something to eat. Explain that this was the 
same church where Peter and. John came every day to pray, 
and to tell the people gathered there about Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps we had better then collect and put out of sight for 
the present the Bibles, or the leaves will be fluttering, and the 
charm and novelty of possession will be wearing away in 
useless handling, to say nothing of attention diverted from 
lesson story. 

Their church was not at all like ours.. The older children 
will enjoy hearing a description of the temple gates, and of 
the gate houses, courts, etc., but all this would be tedious to 
our younger members. 

The story as given to them must be exceedingly simple, 
containing nothing outside of the text. The lame man asked 
Peter and John for some money. They had none to give him, 
but were sorry for Ris trouble. What could they do? 

The children consider the matter of putting him in a hos- 
pital, as they know nothing of customs outside their own city. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, Peter and John could give the 
lame man exactly what he needed’ most. We recall here 
Lesson 2, and speak of the gift of the Spirit and of power. 
After quoting Peter’s reply to the man, we tell how he clung 
to these new friends who could help suffering ones in the name 
of Christ, and then how the man stood, walked, and ‘‘ entered 
with them into the temple.’’ 

At this point, the older children may have the Bibles for a 
few moments, and, with a little help, may find verse 9 of our 
text, and a chosen few of the best readers read it in turn. 
Taking up the story again, we explain that the people who 
saw the man walking and praising God, ran in wonder to see 
how this could have happened, and, gathering there in the 
porch, begged Peter and John to tell them just how this man 
was cured. | 

In teaching Peter’s reply, let us review the text carefully 
taught with Lesson 2,—‘‘ Not by might, nor by power,”’ etc. 

With our youngest children we do not use Bibles or any 
printed matter, as they cannot read ; but we allow them to hold 
lesson pictures while we tell them of the joy of the man who 
walked now for the first time in his life, and teach to whom 
he gave praise. 

We assure ourselves that the children understand that in 
this very land, not long before, Jesus had walked about doing 
good, and that there might be, even among those who now 
gazed on the man who was walking, leaping, and praising God, 
the very ones who had mocked Jesus cruelly. Many of these 
would now beg Peter and John that they might be teld more 
about this Jesus. 

We need not mark especially the applitation in this lesson, 
as it is to be continued next Sunday. 


Let us, however, in view of what is to come,—that is, the 


lessons on these first Christian workers,—give the children 
some idea of how their work is continuous, and is going on to 
this day. 


” 


‘*In his name,’’ repeated frequently in our recent lessons, 
and emphasized in our golden text, suggests to the children 
the little silver crosses of the King’s Daughters. 

We make practical application by telling what the King’s 
Daughters and others working ‘‘ in his name ”’ are doing, and 
close by recalling our application given in the Pentecost les- 
son, ‘* What shall we do?’”’ 


Northampton, Mass. 
XS 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


ae HE Hour or PRAYER, BEING THE NINTH Howr,’’— 
This means the hour ordained by the Mosaic law for 
the evening sacrifice, as 9 A.M. was for the morning, and, as, 
for instance, in the case of the prophetess Anna, we know how 
faithfully these times were observed. Though the temple is 
no more, the rabbis still hold that these hours are the 
most acceptable for prayer, wherever made, although noon, 
sunrise, and sunset were also proper hours for devotion. In 
this attachment of prayer to particular hours, they have been 
followed with far greater strictness bythe Moslems. The call 
of the Muezzim at a stated hour is supposed to be heard by 
every one, whether within reach of the mosk or not; and noth- 
ing more impresses the’ foreigner than the manner in which 
the call is implicitly obeyed, and every work, however impor- 
tant, is at once laid aside until the accustomed formulas have 
been rehearsed. 
** THE GATE OF THE TEMPLE WHICH Is CALLED BEAUTI- 
FUL.’’—It is a curious fact that we do not find this name 
given anywhere else to any of the ten gates of Herod’s temple, 
But tradition here eomes in and tells us that what is now 
called the ‘‘ Bab-es-Silsileh,’’ at about the center of the west 
wall of the temple area. We learn from the Mishnah that 
there were four gates on the west side, but this is the only ope 
specially mentioned. At this point, Sir Charles Wilson has 
discovered the spring and lower courses of an arch, projecting 
from the causeway over the Tyropean. 
evidently the principal ent 


La 


As at this spot was 


e from the most popular part 
of the city, we have good reason for accepting the tradition. 


‘* THE PORCH THAT Is CALLED SOLOMON’s.’’—-This porch 
was the colonnade running along the south wall of the area. It 
was the most conspicuous, as well as the most magnificent, of 
Herod’s buildings, constructed of colossal masonry, of white 
limestone, the whole reaching a height of four hundred cubits 
from the angle at the Tyropean Valley. It retained the name 
of Solomon because the substructure was his work, he having 
erected an embankment, with massive pillars, on the southern 
slope of Moriah, so as to ,raise the afea to a level with the 
crest of the hill. These massive crypts, with the stupendous 
wall enclosing them, escaped both the destruction by Nebu 
chadnezzar, and also by Titus, and remain to this day the most 
interesting relic of the Israelite kingdom. 

**Laip DAILY AT THE GATE OF THE TEMPLE.’’—As this 
gate was the principal entrance, fortunate was the beggar who” 
could secure a seat there. The same custom continues with- 
out the slightest change throughout the East. The lepers, the 
blind, the cripples, have each their accustomed spot in the 
thoroughfares, but especially outside the city gates, and out- 
side the doors of the mosks, to which they are led or carried 
daily by their friends, and where they sit, with their wooden 
bowls in front of them to receive the alms of the passers-by, 
uttering their piteous, ceaseless wail. 





The lepers are removed 
farther than the other mendicants, but each has a recognized, 
customary freehold in the spot, where he for life has sat, and 
perhaps his fathers before him. To relieve these miserable 
objects is an acknowledged religious duty in lands where no 
organized system of relief or of hospitals exists ; and, I must 
add, from personal observation, that it is.a duty not neglected, 
even by the poorest, especially when on their way to worship, 
The College, Durham, England. 
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By the Rev. William Ewing 


‘‘THe Hour OF PRAYER, BEING THE NINTH Hour,”’—_ 


The day began, as with the Orientals it still begins, at sunset. 
Bat from sunset, or six o’clock in the evening, until six in the 
morning, the time was divided into four portions of three 
hours each, which were called the watches of the night. The 
hours of day were counted from six o'clock in the morning, so 
that the third hour was nine, the sixth hour twelve, and the 
ninth hour three o’clock in the afternoon. According to the 
Jewish liturgy, the shemonch esreh, or ‘‘ eighteen” thanks- 
givings, had to be repeated three times a day by every Israelite, 
in the morning, in’ the afternoon, and again in the evening. 
This is a prayer of singular beauty, compiled almost entirely 
from the devotional parts of the Old Testament. Not exactly 
in its present form, for now allusion is made to the destruction 






























































of the temple and the desolation of Jeyusalem, but in a form 
not greatly differing, it was used in the time of our Lord. 
Peter and John went to the temple at the hour when it was 
customary to offer this prayer. Mid afternoon is also recog- 
nized by the Moslems as a fitting season for prayer, and sa/a/ 


el-tasr—** prayer of the afternoon ''—is never omitted by the 


pious, if circumstances permit. They do not, indeed, go up 
to the mosk, but when the call of the messin rings over the 
city, they will turn from their ordinary avocations, spread their 
little prayer-cloths under their feet, and proceed to perform 
their devotions. 

 Laip DAILY AT THE Door OF THE TeMPLe,’'—Almsgiving 
in the Orient has always possessed a certain religious signifi- 
cance. Where, 
as in the case of the temple, the place was frequented by multi- 


Giving to the poor is ‘‘ lending to the Lord.”’ 


tudes, the appeal was made in the eye of the public, and fur- 
nished a favorable opportunity for the proud and vainglorious 
Pharisee to display his piety. This Pharisaic weakness was, 
and still is, not a little profitable to the sons and daughters of 
poverty and misfortune. 

‘© Tue Porcn THAT Is CALLED SOLOMON’s,’’—The temple 
court was entered, from the east by a gate, called the ‘* gate of 
Susa.’’ 
Gentiles—ran a triple row of columns, supporting a roof, 


Along the eastern side of this court—that of the 
which afforded protection from the gun, The columns were 
monoliths of white marble, each fifty feetin height. The roof 
was ornamented with carved wood, Two walks, each of 
thirty feet in breadth, ran between the rows of pillars, and 
were paved with various-colored stone. This was called the 
A similar structure, with four rows 
With 
these may be compared the covered colonnades surrounding 


* porch ’’ of Solomon. 
of columns, stood on the southern side of the court. 


the court of the great Jami ‘el-Azhar in Cairo, sheltering 
those who frequent the place from the burning rays of the 
Egyptian sun. These also are called ‘* porches,’’—riwdak e¢ 
Turk, riwak el Akrad,—* porch of the Turks, porch of the 
Kurds,’’ etc. 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
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Sociological Notes 
By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 


ITE Church was born at Pentecost, but it required time 
for it to become conscious of its world-wide vocation as 

the institute of humanity. 
its apostles go up to the temple with their brethren of the 
Same nation, and indeed bind on themselves the whole burden 
of the law. God is still to them the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, who has glorified Jesus in the rising again 


It was still a Jewish church, and 


from the dead, and in the miracles wrought in his name, And 
as the Jews could not imagine a Messiah who would allow 
himself to come under the dominion of death, the fact of the 
resurrection—that is, of Jesus’ triumph over death—is con- 
stantly insisted upon, together with their sinful and shameful 
betrayal of their Messiah to the hated Roman procurator. The 
whole transaction is intensely national,—as much so in its 
character as in its surrounders. A Jew, a son of Abraham, 

lying at the most frequented gate of the temple, is healed at 
~ the word of one who had come up to pray at the nation's 

house of prayer. They were not indeed within the railing, 
which no Gentile might pass under pain of death. But the 
court of Solomon, into which the Beautiful Gate opened, was 
part of an enclosure held so sacred that it was watched day 
and night that nothing unseemly might be done there. This 
was the especial duty of the general (s¢a/éges) of the temple, 
who arrested the apostles, and who had at his command a 
Levitical police for this purpose. It was on holy ground that 
the apostles acted and spoke, with entire sympathy for the 
feeling which made that hill-top the most sacred spot on earth. 
They both knew, and one of them was to record, their Master's 
saying, that the hour was coming—was, indeed, already come 
—when the limited sanctities of Moriahs and Gerizims should 
pass away, and God's sanctuary be found in the recesses of 
the human spirit. But for them and the Pentecostal Church 
that hour had not struck as yet. 

Philadelphia, 


KY 
Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


fFo* review the superintendent's questions on the previous 
lesson may be used. 

1. THE LAME MAN (vs. 1-3).—What does Peter’s and 
John's visiting the temple show about the relation between 
the new religion and the old? What was “the ninth hour”? ? 
How many gates had the temple ? 
in the East ? 

2. RIsE AND WALK (vs. 4-6).—With what motive did 
Peter say, ‘* Look on us"’? 


How common are beggars 


How did Peter come to have no 


money? What does Christ think of those who do wht they 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


can, though their resources seem small ? 

the lame man rise in the name of Christ ? 
3. THe Mrkac ie (vs. 7, 8).—What facts prove that this 

was a miracle ? 


Why did Peter bid 


In what sense is all healing miraculous ? 
How did the lame man prove himself worthy to receive so 
great a blessing ? Into what part of the temple did he go? 

4. WONDER (vs, 9-11).—Why was the miracle worked there 
rather than in some less public place? How did the people 
themselves testify to the miracle? Where was Solomon's 
porch ? What is one sure way of gathering a crowd for the 
gospel? Why will genuine Christianity always inspire amaze- 
ment in the world ? 

5. THROUGH FAITH (vs. 12-16).—Why did Peter seem 
surprised at their wonder? What-would have been the re- 
sult if he had taken credit to himself for the miracle? Why 
was it significant that he used the phrase, ‘‘ the God of Abra- 
ham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob’’? Why was it wise in him 
to charge them with the death of Christ? What did he urge 
upon them in the remainder of his sermon? What teachings 


concerning faith can you deduce from verse 16? 


For the Superintendent 
1, Where were Peter and John going when our lesson’s 
2. What man begged of them? 3. What 
was Peter’s answer? 4. In what way did Peter work the 
miracle: 5. What was the effect on the man? 6. On the 
multitude? 7. To whom did Peter ascribe the miracle? 8. 
What did he say the lame man had to do with it ? 
Boston, Mass. 


events occurred ? 


Oo 


Questions to be Answered in Writing 


2. For what 
3. What did the lame man receive? 
4. In whose name did Peter command the man to walk? 
5. In what way did Peter make this cure an opportunity for 
serving Jesus ? 


1. What time of day was the ‘‘ninth hour’’ ? 
did the lame man ask? 


&®@” These questions are given also in The Scholar's Magazine. They 
occupy a full page opposite the lesson to which they refer, and blank space 
is, allowed for the writtea answers. 


John D. Wattles & Co., s031 Inu. Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Blackboard Hints 

By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 

CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE. 


OF THINGS SELF. 
IN NAME JESUS, 
FOR 6000 MEN. 
TO GLORY G00. 


** What I have, that give I thee.’’ 








j - 


| IN ate 
| HIS WE pease. 
| NAME WITNESS. 


DO ALL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS. 








Trenton, N. J. 
XYS~ 


Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


**Swee: hour of prayer."’ 

‘** The great Physician now is near." 

** Lord, I care not for riches."’ 

*‘ All hail, the power of Jesus’ name." 

‘I will praise him, I will praise him." 

*‘ What means this eager, anxious throng ?"’ 
“I believed in God's wonderful mercy."’ 

‘“* How sweet the name of Jesus sounds."’ 


KAY 


Lesson Summary 


| N PURSUING their ordinary vocations the chief characters 

of this narrative come together. Peter and John are enter- 
the cripple sits at the gate begging. The 
apostles fix their eyes on him, doubtless reading his very soul 
(Acts 14: 9), and imvite his gaze in retarn. 


ing the temple ; 


Silver and gold 
bound his expectation, but of these the apostles have none. 
But they have something better, and that they give. They 
command, they extend a helping grasp, the man responds, he 
is made whole. He rises, he leaps, he stands, he walks, he 
enters the temple, praising God, and observed by all the peo- 
ple. They know his former condition, they see the change, 
they are filled with amazement. They look at him, then at 
Peter explains, prefacing 
with wholesome, though to them unpalatable, truth, and con- 


his healers, puzzled and inquiring. 
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cludes by ascribing the cure to faith in the name of the Jesus 
they had crucified. 


3 
Added Points 


He who walks steadily in God’s ways will find abundant 
opportunity for doing good. 

Life’s :implest incidents open the door of access to many a 
heart, and offer the richest opportunities for doing good. 

Neither the possession nor the destitution of silver and gold 
gives power, but ‘faith in his name.’’ 

Peter’s command was, Walk. The man’s response was, 
leaping up, standing, walking, praising God. 

A changed life has mighty power. The world needs to see 
that, and to understand how it came about. 


” 


2 
**Faith in his name ** Perfect 


is a power invincible. 
is its distinctive fruit. 


soundness ’ 





The Sunday School Times stands ready to supply its 
readers with any books that they may desire to purchase, 
—treligious or secular, old or new, and by whomsoever 
published. An order for a book should be addressed to 
Book Department of The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. It should state the full 
title of the book, the name of the author, and the name 
and address of the publisher, if possible, and should be 
accompanied by the amount necessary to cover the pub- 
lisher’s advertised price, if known. No charge will be 
made for postage or delivery. 


-—— 


Old Testament Teaching * 


OSIAH GILBERT, the author of Nature, the Super- 
natural, and the Religion of Israel, is a nephew of 
Isaac Taylor, and is trained in the philosophic temper of 
the author of The Natural History of Enthusiasm (New 
York : Robert Carter & Brothers), which so greatly influ- 
enced the fathers of this generation. He has been roused 
to write by the negative criticism of .the Old Testament, 
but deals very little with critical problems. Believing 
that the negative attitude is traceable largely to the dis- 
like of the supernatural element in the Hebrew records, 
and to the notion that ‘‘ miracles do not happen,’’ he 
goes back to this prior question. He takes the Hebrew 
history as a great historic illustration of the fact that na- 
ture, human nature, and the supernatural, form one 
system of God. The conception is magnificent, —per- 
haps too large for any man to execute in the present 
condition of our knowledge. Mr. Gilbert would have 
done it more justice if he had dealt less with details. 
But the book ¢ontains much that is suggestive. 

In The Theology of the Old Testament Mr. Bennett 
assumes as true the results reached by the more moderate 
of the recent critics. Practically he starts from the 
Prophets of the eighth century B.C. as the oldest 
extensive body of Hebrew literature that has been pre- 
served. This, however, does not render his book worth- 
less to those who retain the older view. He, indeed, 
constantly refers to the statements of the earlier records 
as historically trustworthy. Abraham, for instance, is 
not, in his view, a shadowy myth, but an actual charac- 
ter, introducing a new era in the life of the elect people, 
The exodus from Egypt is an ascertained fact. The 
book is a very good condensation of the conclusions 
reached by students of -this great subject, but rather 
characterized by an English overvaluation of mere facts 
to the undue subordination of principles. Especially 
interesting is the discussion of the relative importance 
of the nation and the individual in earlier and later 
thought. 

More discursive and theoretical is Mr. Bruce's The 
Ethics of the Old Testament. Mr Bruce's attitudé is 
conservative. He declines to believe that the distinctive 
greatness of Hebrew ethics can be traced either to the 
genius of the Semitic race or to a process of evolution 
from a low naturalism. It was in a living relation to a 





_* Nature, the Supernatural, and the Religion of Israel. Josiah 
Gilbert. t2amo, pp. xii, 438. Cincinnati: Cranston & Curts (now Curts & 
Jennings). $2. 

The Theolo ry of the Old Testament. By the Rev. W. H. Bennectt,* 
Professor of Old Testament mee gt es and Literature in Hackney and 
New Colleges. [The Theologica’ ucator. Vol. XIV.] x2mo, pp. xvii, 
218. New York: Thomas Whittaker. 75 cents. 
ae Ethics of the Oia Testement. By W. S. x. M.A., Ménister or 

- i2m0, pp. xii, . i : T. & T. Clark; w York: 
Charles Scribasr's Sens. Bia. Ne : 
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holy God that the Israelitic nation found 
the spring of both their purest thought 
and their best actions, contrary as were 
both to baser instincts, which constantly 
crop out. The Commandments are dis- 


.. cussed at some length, and then the other 


moral elements of the Mosaic law. Proph- 
etism and the post-exilic Reformation 
close the historic series, and are followed 
by a discussion of the moral difficulties of 
the Old Testament. It will be to some 
surprising to find that so little is made of 
the Psalms and the Wisdom books. 


Ho 


The an s LL of en 3 By George Holley 
Gilbert, Ph. , lowa Professor of 
New tent Literature and Interpreta- 
tion in Chicago dey ac Seminary. 
(12mo, pp. 412. Chicago os of Chicago 
Theological Seminary. $1.50.) 


Among the many Lives of our Lord re- 
cently published, few written by American 
authors have presented the inexhaustible 
subject with so clear and definite a pur- 
pose as that of Professor Gilbert. His 
book is for students who wish to trace the 
history in its sequence and details. Though 
quite brief, compared with many other 
works of this character, it is sufficiently 
full to be highly useful. The author 
properly discusses first the historical 
sources. His positions are at once schol- 
arly and conservative. The independence 
of the three synoptists is upheld, and the 
trustworthiness of the Fourth Gospel de- 
fended. The outline of the public minis- 
try is based on what is called the Tri- 
Paschal view,—that is, the opinion that 
John 5 refers to some feast other than a 
passover, and hence that our Lord’s min- 
istry covered, but little more than two 
years. Professor Gilbert accepts Purim as 
the feast referred to. The many vexed 
questions of chronology and harmony are 
either discussed or noticed, and the judg- 
ments expressed show thorough investiga- 
tion and candid thinking. Many will’not 
agree as to the results here expressed, but 
none can find fault with the method em- 
ployed... For students who have not yet 
become familiar with’ the great problems 
of the Gospel history, this book will serve 
as a valuable summary. 


OW 
The Seif- Pronouncing S. S. [Sunday -school] 
' Teacher's Combination Bible, Containing 


the Old and New Testaments: Translated 
out of the Original Tongues, and with the 
Former Translations Diligently Compared 
and Revised. Showing in Simple Form all 
Changes, Additions and Omissions that Ap- 

ar in the Revised Version, enabling all 

ible Readers to see at a Glance wherein the 
Two Versions Differ. The Text Conforma- 
bleto that of the Oxford Bible. (8vo. Phila- 
delphia and Chicago : American Oxford Pub- 
hee Co. Prices ranging from $4.25 to 


lt would have been better if the pub- 
‘lishers had not adopted such a long-winded, 
advertising titlepage for their Bible, and 
had let the name of Oxford alone, as it 
gives an air of wishing to be confounded 
with the English University press. The 
edition has good features. It gives at 
the foot of the page the variations of the 
Revised from the Authorized Version. 
The helps appended are the older Oxford 
Helps, which have been superseded. Pre- 
fixed are the Oxford Illustrations of the 
first edition, now also superseded. 
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The Life and Epistles of Saint Paul: Harmo- 
oe and Chronol og Oo eg ag in Scrip- 
Language. S. ae 
tomeno, Pp. vii, 2 ew York : hk D. 
andolph & Co. F:.) 


This volume ste lp in plan the work 
of Mr. Goodwin (Harmony of the Life of 
St. Paul, published by the American Tract 


School Times. It is, however, much 
smaller, owing to the absence of any long 
explanatory notes. Mr. Pratt accepts the 


chronology and order of Conybeare and 
Howson, arranging the scriptural passages 
in accordance with their views. The text 
is that of the Revised Version, and in this 
respect the volume is decidedly superior 
to that of Mr. Goodwin, since that version 
sheds so much light upon doubtful and 
difficult points in the history of the Apostle. 
Mr. Pratt's notes are always brief and to 
the purpose. The arrangement is conve- 
nient, and while larger works are neces- 
sary for a complete study of the subject, 
this volume will be a good guide for pre- 
liminary scriptural reading. 


a. 


Thirty Studies in the Gospel by John. By Pro- 
fessor W. W. White, Ph.D,, of the Bible 





Institute, "Chi . (18mo, pp. - Chi- 
cago and New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Co. 50 cents.) 


Plain directions for a study of the 
Gospel according to John are here pre- 
fixed by a number of charts suitable for 
blackboard exercises. -The view taken of 
the purpose and plan of the Gospel is cor- 
rect, and the advice and hints are helpful 
and judicious. Opinions will differ as to 
the value of the mechanical methods of 
analysis represented in the charts, but 
those who can use them will doubtless find 
them advantageous. The same remark 
will apply to the concluding parts of the 
volume. The suggestions must be sup- 
plemented by wise oral teaching. There 
are indications that the matter has been 
used by Professor White in giving instruc- 
tion to his own classes, 


CAB 
Literary Notes and News 


In Rome a new journal 
is being published in 
the interests of the reunion of the churches. 
The periodical is called the Bessarion, in 


The Bessarion 


fifteenth century agitated in so determined 
a way the reunion of the Oriental with the 


Florence. 
journal, as published in its first issue, 
special stress is laid on the services of 
Pope Leo XIII in this reunion propaganda, 
especially to the principles and ideas ex- 
pressed in the encyclicals Preclara of | 


of November 30, 1894. The Bessarion | 
proposes to discuss the project of a reunion | 
of the divided Catholic churches from the | 
standpoint of the Eastern Church. Among | 
other things it says : 
we will forget that we are Latin Christians, 
and only think of the fact that we are the 
children of the same Father with the dis- 
senting brethren of the Orient.’’ The 
new journal appears monthly, and several 
numbers have already been issued, which 
show that it is edited with skill and wis- 
dom. It is proposed to issue the paper 
in two languages, the Italian and the 
Greek. At present only the Italian edi- 
tion has made its appearance, but the 
Greek is promised in the near future. 

BO 

The Agyptische Ur- 
kunden, published by 
authorities of the Berlin Museum, are of- 
fering to scholarly research an abundance 
of material for study, much of which can 
be utilized for biblical and early ecclesi- 
astical literature. As yet only the Greek 
papyrus finds deposited in the German 


Papyrus Literature 


| capital are being edited. One volume 
_ Society), formerly noticed in The Sunday 


has been published entire, and, of the 
second, eight parts have been issued. 
These appear in large quarto form, the 





complete volume having about 400 pages, 





‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and costing 31.50 marks ; the published 
portions of the second have 256 pages, each 
pamphlet costing 2.40 marks. Weidman 
of Berlin is the publisher. The first vol- 
ume contains 361 papyrus leaves, of dif- 
ferent sizes, all in Greek, and nearly all 
found in the Fayyiim. In the second 
volume the documents run up to 611, of 
which the last two are in Latin, the re- 
mainder being all Greek. These papyri 
are chronologically distributed from the 
age of Augustus to the Byzantine and 
Arabian periods. The bulk of them date 
from the second and third Christian cen- 
turies, although the first century is also 








well represented. The contents of these 
writings are of a most varied kind. Of- 
ficial documents are found in abundance, 
of both public and private character, 
We find here rent contracts, bills, re- 
ceipts, testaments, marriage contracts, 
proclamations of political authorities, in- 
dictments, court minutes and reports, tax 
bills and receipts, temple archives, and 
the like. There is also an abundance of 
private and business letters. In fact, the 
whole collection is a remarkable evidence 
of the data and facts for the study of 
Egyptian and Oriental antiquities found 
in the tombs of the land of the Pharaohs, 








Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order uf 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
oue inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do nol 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 


than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, withow extra cost, except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position on the last page. For 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon | 


tof regular vate will be charged. For inside- 
page positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
vate will be charged. All advertisements are 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. For Terms af Sub- 
scription, see fourteenth eage 





honor of the Greek cardinal who in the! 


Roman £atholic Church, and advocated | 
this project at the councils of Farrara and | 
In the prospectus of the new | 


June 20, 1894, and Orientalium dignitas | 


‘In a certain sense, | 


A cooling drink in fevers. Use Horsford’ 





Acid Phosphate. Dr. C. H. S. Davis, Meri 
kden, Conn., says: ‘I have used it as a pleas- 
ant and cooling drink in fevers, and have been 
very much pleased.’’ 
| Bronchitis. Sudden changes of the weather 


| cause bronchial troubles. ‘‘ Brown’s Bron- 
| chial Troches ’’ will give effective relief. 
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lishers discounts. 


GOODENOUGH & Woot M CO., New York. | 
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A BOOK OF GEMS! 


SACRED SONGS No. | 


By Sankey, McGranahan and Stebbins. 


This new collection of Devotional Songs used by Mr. 
Moony and Mr. Sanxey inthe great meetings held im 








never guaranteed to any advertisement of less | 


the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition | 


yvational Lessons 


New York in November and December 


IS WITHOUT A RIVAL 


Contains the latest and best New Songs 
by the Authors. T aye can be obtained 
in no other book. ronounced 
many of our leading” Pty mesg a 
Singers the best of 


JUST THE aac you pas this 
winter. Do not adopt a book until 
you have tried Sacred Songs No.1 


$es per 100; 30 cts. each, if by mail. 
If your, bookseller does not sell it 
send to the publishers, 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. 
ane paoumn, 335 Weheme Ave. 7 E. mat St., 


LIVING HyMNS 


| The hymn-book in use by the largest numbe 
of representative epee na sch ools in Amex 
For young poopie” § socicties this bool 











NY 


lent, —every page is somebody's favorite hymn. 
Compiled by. Hon John Wanamzker and 
John RK. Sweney of the wel]-known Bethany 
| school. - Price: $4.80 per doz. ; sample copy, 
| mailed, 50 cts.; words, 15 cts.; for cornet, $%. 
| Pwria P ” 
[Paes Po TJ HOON Cecacon 





| UPLIFTING SONGS p* rss “neste, me 
nem pages free THE JOUN auenen tok She 


| Cineinnati—New York— “Chicago. 





Thomas Nelson « & Sons 
Publishers and Importers 
Teachers’ Bibles, Text Bibles, 
Testaments, etc. 
Send for descriptive list to 

‘33 East 17th Street, New York 
Mrs. Crafts’ Pocket Quarterly 
Kinder- 


for Primary Teachers, on o lessons, with 
garten methods. 40 cents a y 


—s DRUMMOND, N. ¥. City 

















At odd moments, when the Bible or les- 


paper is not within reach, it is worth 


e something to a busy teacher to have the 
next Sunday’s lesson right at hand. 

Twenty-five cents buys a beautiful 

little book, bound in fine cloth, containing 

all the lessons of the International series 


1897 in both Common and Revised 


Versions, the golden texts, and fifty-two 
blank pages for notes. Five or more 
copies, 20 cents cach. 

Fitty cents buys the same book bound 
in fine morocco with gold edges. Five or 
more copies, 40 cents cacb. 

The -book is just right for the vest- 
pocket (4X2 inches), printed on thin, 
tough paper, and strongly bound,—in 
fact, made throughout for every-day use. 

For sale by dealers, or sent direct, post- 
paid, upon receipt of price, by the pub- 
lishers. 


























































The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, January 9, 1897. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter."” 











Terms of Subscription 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscribers. 
ese rates include postage : 


One Copy,one year. ...... sagen + $1.50 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance . 5,00 


' To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 
in advance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, will 
be supplied with as many copies as may be desired, at 
the folowing yearly club rates: . 

For any number of copies (more fhan one) mailed to 
individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

‘or five or more copies in a package to one address, 

cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to one 
p Aarons only, and no names can be written or printed on 
the ate rs. 

Nie eapere for a club may be ordered sent partly to 
individual addresses, at $1.00 each, and partly in a pack- 

to one address, at fifty cents each, when so desired. 
he papers for a club should all go to one post-office, 





although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
School get their mail matter from one post-office, and | 
others in the same school get theirs from another, the 


will be sent accordingly. This applies to package 
Bibs at fifty cents per copy, to the extent that large 
pac 


may be divided into smaller packages of five 


or more copies each, if desired. ‘ 
Free Copies. One free copy, additional, will be 

allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of either 

character. The free copies for package clubs cannot 


well be sent separately, but will be included in the pack- | 


eK Aditions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be the pro- 
portionate share of the yearly club rate. ; 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 


r, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
ime as the popers may be required. 
Change of Address. Subscribers to whom the 


paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
a year, can have the address changed at any time with- 
out charge. Members of package clubs donot have 
this privilege, but can have a copy transferred from a 
package to a separate address at the rate of one cent 
per week for the unexpired time of the subscription, 
When it has over six months to run. When it has but 
six months or less to run, the cost to ae 1 is twenty- 
five cents to the eud of the subscription. If a package 
club subscriber intends to change his or her address for 


} 


a few weeks qnly, we will mail an extra copy, as long as 


desired, at the rate of three cents per week 
Subscribers asking to have the directiqn of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 


Office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to | 


which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state 

If aclub subscription is renewed by some other per- 

who sent the previous subscription, 

Swit Songe the puvditstiers Dy stating ehat the 

club he subscribes for takes the place of the one formed 
fast year by —— 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The papers 
@or a club will invariably be discontinued at the expira- 
tion of the subscription. 
made early. 

Enough copies of any ome issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent free, 
upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The ponday Stheo! Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 
One copy, one year, 8 shillings 
[wo or more copies, one year, 6 Shillings each 
° san > 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each 

To secure the above rates for two or more copies 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either sing! y to the individual addresses, or in a 
¥- to one a dress, whichever may be preferred by 

subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 


~ JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 


_— — 


— Use a Binder 


A great many of the readers of The Sunday 
School Times wish to preserve their papers and 
The 
papers can be placed in the Binder week by week. 
The volume is not cramped at the back as when 





have them in convenient form for reference. 


the old style of binder is used, but opens wide 
and easy like a flexible-sewed book. 


The Styles 
Full cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 


Single one, 90 cents, postpaid 
Two or more, 75 cents each, postpaid 


Cloth and fuller's board, flexible. An excellent 


Binder, although very plain. 


Single one, 60 cents, postpaid 
Two or more, 50 cents each, postpaid 


The fiexible Binder makes 4 handier volume 


for the reader, while the stiff Binder may be 


somewhat better for the permanent preservation | 


of the papers. 











dn ordering goods, or in making inguiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
fisement in The Sunday School Times. 


adver- 


Renewals should therefore be | 











John D. Wattles & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. | 















Your cough, like a dog’s 
bark, is a sign that there is 
something foreign around 
which shouldn’t be there. 
You can quiet the noise, but 
the danger may be there just 
the same. Scott’s Emulsion 
of Cod-liver Oil is not a 
cough specific; it does not 
merely allay the symptoms 


tried di 
lates prefer 


WHITMAN’S 


Chocolate 
to all others. 
ively pure. 


Your grocer has it in 1 Ib. and 3 Ib. tins. 
STEPHEN F, WHITMAN & SON, Philada. 





and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. 
gst ought to have it on sale. Ask him for it. 


. S. Wiltberger, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila., 
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Instantaneous 


It is distinct- 
ively delicious—distinct- 
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Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 


our 


Pa. 





a= TRY IT FRE 


but it does give such strength 

to the body that it is able to mone 

throw off the disease. I Sin rite by Us) $418 
You know the old prov- 

erb of “the ounce of pre- 





9.50 
$15 
ts 





vention?” Don’t neglect 


your cough. 


Your druggist keeps Scott's Emulsion of Cod-liver Oil. 
Put up in soc. and §1.00 sizes. 





NURSING CORNS 


doesn’t re yhes you can cure "em for 15 cts. 
A-COR ve is made to cure—does cure— 
corns. At any druggist’s, or mailed by 


Giant Chemical Co., 305 Cherry St., Phila. 





FISHIN’ JIMMY 


BY ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON 


This is altogether the most popular of Mis. Slos- 
son’s exquisite New England stories. “ Fishin’ 
Jimmy” is a devout, simple-hearted, mountain 
fisherman,—skilled in nature-lore, quick of sympa- 
thy, and artlessly ready in heroic self-sacrifice. To 
know him is to know better the fruitfulness of faith, 
and the uplifting power of an unselfish purpose. 

The book is now issued by the Publishers of 
The Sunday School Times. More than twenty 
thousand copies of it were circulated by its former 
publishers, It is bound in fine cloth, with frontis« 
piece illustration, and may sbe obtained of book. 
sellers, or will be mailed to any address for 


30 cents 


the publishers paying the postage. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
103} Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


























: SUN PASTE 
FOR A QUICK AFTER-DINNER SHINE 





FOR GENERAL 
BLACKING APPLIED AND 


POLISHED WITH A BRUSH Morse Bros. Props_Canton.Mass.USA. 











APPLIED AND POLISHED WITH A CLOTH” 





Convention Calendar for 


1897 ' 


International Field Workers’ As- 

sociation, at Louisville . 
Kansas, at Newton. ..,... 
Mississippi, at Yazoo City .. . 
Texas, at Weatherford . . May—— 
Iowa, at Storm Lake. .,.. .. . June 15-17 
Summer School of Primary Methods, 

at Asbury Park, N. J. 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg . 


. January 19-21 
. May 11-13 
. May 11-13 


July 5-10 
. October 12-14 
British North America 


Quebec, at Granby, ...... 
Ontario, at Hamilton 


February 9-11 
. October —— 
Mexico 


National, at the city of Mexico . January 27-31 


CD 


International Field Work- 


ers’ Gonference 

IELD work is developing into one of 

the most important and extensive de- 
partments of organized Sunday-school 
work. It is coming to be considered a 
necessity for a live state organization to 
have more than one field worker in a state 
the size of Rhode Island or Delaware, no 
less than in a state the size of Texas or 
California. There are field 
workers in these days that a special con- 
ference has been arranged for the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Field Workers’ 
Association, at 
19-21. 


so many 


Louisville, on January 
On Tuesday evening, at 7. 30, the 
conference will open with a song service, 
followed by the topic for the. evening, 
‘‘The Individual School.'’ This will be 
treated in sections, ‘‘ The Session’’ being 
the first one, and ‘‘The Teachers,’’ dis- 
cussed by Marion Lawrance, ‘and ‘‘ The 
Teaching,’’ by the Rev. E. Morris Fergus- 
son, if he is able to be present. C. D, 
Meigs of Indiana will make a closing 
address on ‘Front Line Sunday-schools.”* 

President Alfred Day will open Wednes- 
day's session with an address on ‘‘ How 
can our Field Workers’ Association be 
Helpful to State and Provincial Work ?’* 
The other features of the day, in their 
order, are addresses by Mr. Lawrance 
on ‘‘ International Sunday-school Rally 
Day,’’ E. A. Hough of Michigan on 
‘The Spiritual Aspect of Our Work,” 
and by a speaker not yet announced on 
‘‘The Relation of State and Provincial 
Associations to the Establishment of New 
Sunday-schools ;’’ report of the secretary 
and treasurer ; discussion of ‘‘ City Prob- 
lems,"’ divided into sections. This in- 
cludes ‘‘ City Organization : Its Charactef 
and Work ;’’ ‘‘ Securing the Co-operation 
of City Sunday-schools,’’ which will be 
discussed by S. Muirhead of Pittsburg; 
and ‘‘ House-to.House Visitation.'’ «‘ The 
Financial Problems in our Work, and 
How to Solve Them,"’ will then be taken 
up, and Israel P. Black of Philadelphia 
land Mrs. J. W. Barnes of Newark will 
| talk on ‘*Organized Primary Work.”’ - After 





=| an address on « Sowing and Reaping,”’ 


there will be a discussion of ‘‘Sunday- 
|} school Work at -Home and Abroad,” 
| divided thus: ‘‘State and Provincial,”’ 
| assigned to Professor H. M. Hamill, and 
| ‘* International and World's 
| tions,’’ assigned to B. F. ‘Jacobs. 

Thursday's sessions will begin with an 
| open parliament on county work, led by 
Professor Hamill, and then follow” ad- 


Conven- 


dresses on ‘‘Convention Programs "’ by, 


| W. J. Semelroth of Missouri, on ‘«‘ Home 
| Class Department'’ by Charles L. Weaver 
| of Indiana, and on “ Association News- 
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’ Before fin 


_ Pennsylvania. After the report of the 
‘ International Executive Committee on in- 


address on ‘‘ Uniform Statistics,’’ by the 
Rev. E.» Morris Fergusson, is scheduled. 
adjournment on Thursday 
afternoon, Professor Hamill will give a 
specimen normal lesson. 

‘Membership in thts association is not 
restricted to field workers alone, but any 
officer, paid or voluntary, and endorsed 
by state, territorial, or provincial associa- 
tions,“may become a member, by apply- 
ing to the secretary and treasurer, Miss 
Mamie F. Huber, Louisville, Kentucky, 
and paying one dollar. 
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Local Church Papers and 
Calendars 


]* THIS busy age, when organizations 
are multiplying so rapidly in the 
churches, it is difficult to keep in mind 
the time of meeting, names of officers, 
and other information required for one to 
keep up with the activities of a live parish. 
For this reason the local church newspaper 
ormagazine has come to the front as a means 
of communication in hundreds of churches 
in city and country. Most of these pub- 
lications are issued monthly, and several 
of them show a high order of artistic skill 
in ‘make-up. The Parish Messenger 
of the Church of the Saviour in Phila- 
delphia for Christmas contained fifty-two 
pages. A grapevine design in black 
and red embellishes the cover, and 
several portraits areegiven. Much space 
in this number is given to a historical 
sketch of the church by its rector, the 
Rev, Dy. William B. Bodine. The holi- 
day issue of The Polished Arrow, pub- 
lished in the interests of the Glen Ridge 
(New Jersey) Congregational Church, has 
a special cover, bearing an illustration of 





gf 


The four pages of the calendar are usually 
taken up with the order of services, the 
announcements of the week, and a direc- 
tory of officers of the church and its organ- 
izations. A great many churches use these 
calendars. A handsome one is that of 
the Walnut Street Presbyterian Church 
of Philadelphia. Bethany Presbyterian 
Church of the same city issues one printed 
in blue, and the North Congregational 
Church of Springfield, Massachusetts, has 
issued a creditable one for years. 

The Sunday-school itself is not with- 
out its special representatives, as in- 
stanced by Sunday School Lessons and 
Parish Intelligence, published in the in- 
terest of the wide-awake Sunday-school 
of the Church of the Holy Apostles of 
Philadelphia, of which’ George C. Thomas 
is the superintendent, and Calvary Sun- 
day-School Torch of the Calvary Presby- 


sufficient to indicate the character of such 
publications. 


eZ ae} 
Southern California Sunday- 
School Convention 


By Anna T. Dean 


sé 


CAN assure the delegates that we 

have provided all they will want 
to eat, and all that they ought to drink,’’ 
said the Rev. A. Harper of Redlands in 
his address of welcome to the recent sixth 
annual convention of the Southern Cali- 
fornia State Sunday-school Association. 
There were a hundred and twenty-four 
delegates present,—a fair number when 
the ‘‘ magnificent distances’’ to be over- 
come are considered. 

Some of the most noticeable features 
of the convention were an address on 
‘* How to Reach and Hold Young Men,'’ 
by Professor A. R. Sprague of Claremont ; 
an admirable Bible reading by the Rev. 
A. J. Frost ; a lesson on the Book of Acts, 





the church. Both in its literary and typo- 
graphical qualities much ability is dis- 
played. A Christmas article by Mrs. Graee 
Duffield Goodwin, well known to the read- 
ers of The Sunday School Times, is a 

~ nee aaa literary feature of this number. 
The Parish Register of the Church of St. 
Matthias, and St. Matthew's Messenger 
from the church of that name, and the 
Oxford Journal from the Oxford Presby- 
terian Church,—all three published in 
Philadelphia ; the Marcy Avenue Young 
People at Work, issued by. the Marcy 
Avenue Baptist Church of Brooklyn ; The 
* Trinity Calendar, from Trinity Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Hoboken, New Jer- 
sey; The Arrow of the Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, New York City ; The 
Church Herald of Trinity Church, Hamil- 
ton, Ohio, whost editor is the Rev. Frederic 


E. J. Lloyd, a frequent contributor to The | 
Sunday School Times,—these are a few | 


of a host of representative papers of this | 
class. 

The publications noted are all monthly 
ones, but sometimes it is found feasible | 
to issue a weekly edition. 
most ambitious magazines of this class 
is The Temple Magazine, representing 


The Temple, which is the popular name of | 
the Grace Baptist Church of Philadelphia. | 
This magazine issued a well-printed holi- | 
day edition of thirty-six pages, in Christ. | | 


mas dress. 


In churches which do not feel the eas 


of a paper such as is here described, a_ 
leaflet called a church calendar is steadily 
growing in favor. Printed on fine paper, 
with an illustration of the church repre- 


- Sented, they are often very pretty affairs. 


One of the | 


by Dr. J. D. Moody of Los Angeles, super- 
intendent*of the Normal Department ; 
| Seography of Palestine, by the Rev. J. H. 


Sprague of Redlands ; 


- THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES” 


terian Church of Buffalo, which will be | 


| Cooper of Santa Ana ; a very suggestive pa- 
per on teachers’ - meetings, by the Rev. Ira | 
and an enthusiastic 





Miecensbet of primary work, led by Misses 
Bosbysheil and Stone of Los Angeles. 
The Rev. W. A. Wright of Ontario 
preached the convention sermon from 
Psalm 84 : 11, ‘* The Lord is a sun."’ 


to approve of the kindergarten sfiri/, and 
to think that kind of training a great ad- 
vantage to the teacher, but most of the 
speakers questioned the advisability of 
introducing kindergarten methods into 





its report. Orange County, the smallest 
in Southern California, and the only one | 
in which delegates from all points can | 


San Luis Obispo. The latter was reported 
as that part of the ‘‘Citrus Belt’’ 


and beans.’’ 

A delegate from Santa Barbara said 
that, in his school, instead of building a 
wall of adults at the door to keep the boys 


to attract the parents. They have a bowl- 


class as especial inducements, and a flour- 
ishing Home Department... He said that, 


tainments a great hindrance to the work, 
but uses the monthly Sunday-school Union 
as a counter-attraction. 

San Bernardino, 
the United States, 
than half desert, 
ing in its report, 


the largest county in 
is considerably more 
and made no great show- 
on account of the fact, 
pertinently expressed by its president, 
that ‘‘jack-rabbits have their bump of 
reverence poorly developed, and do not 
care for Sunday-schools.’’ 

Twelve schools reported home depart- 
ments, and these include among their 
members many railroad men and street- 
| car employees. 





| Written examinations have been intro- 
| duced in some places with good results. 

Everywhere Sunday-school 
| proved a success. 


unions have 
In one city the union 


| supersedes evening services, is held alter- 


|nately in the two largest churches, and 
the schools march in to music. 
In eperning primary work, all seemed 




























shows why this is true, but 





| 
| 


ought to know this book thro 


From The Congregationalist. 

No other method counts so much toward 
the unity of teaching and purpose of the 
schools as this, and we are glad to have its 
case so strongly put. 
| 


From The Christian Advocate (N. Y,). 

When such a master in Sunday-school 
methods as Dr. Trumbr'i pronounces on 
Teachers’- Meetings: Their Necessity and 
Methods, a goodly portion of the world wants 
to hear what he has to say... . In our opinion 
the more valuable part of this little book is not 
that which enforces the necessity for this sort 
of meeting, but that which explains methods 
for conducting one. 


| 





Teachers’-Meetings 


Their Necessity and Methods 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


Dr. Trumbull believes that a Sunday-school is not a 
Sunday-school without -a teachers’- meeting. 


tions, how such meetings may be conducted successfully even. 
under difficulties which are commonly supposed to be prohibi- 
tive of this essential exercise. 
in earnest about the perfecting of the work of his school 


Bound in fine cloth. 


Price, 30 cents 
(This price includes the postage.) 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 





He not only 
he tells, with practical illustra- 


Every superintendent who is 


ugh and through. 


From The Independent. 

P The wey Sunday-school owes as much 
for its features and an efficiency to 
the author of this man as to any one we 
can name. The service contributed to its 
further development by this manual is net the 
least in the long series. 


From The Evangelist. 


In Teachers’- Meetings : Their Necessity 
and Methods, Dr. H. Clay Trumbull con- 
denses the result of long experience = 
thought, yet not so closely as to be dr 
attractive reading. The three short Chapeers 
show that teachers'-meetings are a necenaiy in in 
every school, feasible everywhere, and give 
—— and graphically methods of conducting 


12mo, 60 pages. 
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San Diego was the banner county as to | 


reach local conventions by private con- | 
veyance, was said to be the best organized | 
county ‘for Sunday-school work, but. its | 
president generously awarded the palm to | 


whose | 
chief products are ‘‘ butter and eggs, pork | 


in, they are building a wall of young men | 


ing-alley, a kindergarten, and a Delsarte | 


at a convention recently held in a moun- | § 
tain town in Santa Barbara County, two. 
or three speakers were frequently on their 
feet at once, so great was the enthusiasm. | | 

Los Angeles city finds Sunday enter- | 


phiphphbhh hb itn 
rvrrevre-eyrrrryr, 


Sunday-school. 

All sorts of schools were represented in 
| the conventio n, —big and little, rich and 
poor,—but the needs of all were recog- 
nized as fer es possible by the chairman, 
Don A. Judd of Los Angeles. Good 
music, under the direction of Miss Fowler 
of Redlands, gave its inspiration to every 
session. 
the 
is henceforth stricken out 
| of the rather imposing title of the associa- 
| tion, as the International folks have ruled 
| against recognizing a state body where 
Spupeeng is no state; but the organization 
begins another year's work with a deter- 
| mination to worthily-occupy its field. 
Redlands, Cal. 


sy a change in the constitution, 
word ‘* state’’ 
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” The “ae 
|’ Teacher 


ii’ who would command one of 

i) the most efficient aids and in- 
centives to study ever devised, 

should write for book descri 

tive of McAllister’s Magic 
Lanterns & Stereopticons 

and the place occupied by 

Y them in educational work. 


Contatas instructions for operating lanterng 
and lists of hundreds of views illustrating 
’ Ramen os dl astronomy, anato- NH} 
tural history and every phase of (11) 
work. Mailed free om request. _{}ii/i!\/I 
T; H. McALLISTER, A 
Street, Hew York. {| 
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Riley Brothers, ° —— 
16 Beekman Si. Ae York. 


are the largest nciatutadeiil of 
Stereopticons, Magic 
Lanterns and oem 
in the world. Age 
cies in Chicago, 
ton, Chatta 
Ka a sas City and 
Minneapolis. 
pHi be in the Lantern business furnished. 
5 Lanterns and Slides for al! purpeses sold 
By ey Send for free literatere 
| RILEY BROTHERS, 
16 Beckman St., Newry York. 
| The largest Sevefiiecs outfitters in ‘the world. 
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Cuastanseee: 703 Market 


‘STAMPED STEEL CEILINGS 


Most Durable and Decorative 
Suitable for all buildings. Numerous designs. 


H. Ss. NORTHROP, 


Send for « 34 


~? 35 Cherry Se Street New York. 
i 

Buckeye, Bell watt 
=, 


pounders ct eens 


acres 


For electric, = or = Send 
t and 
, 55 Pearl St., New York, 


Enameline 


estimate free. cP. F 
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ni STOVE POL 
makes your 
stove bright 
with litile 
work. No 
dirt, dust or 
odor. At all 
dealers’. 
































‘You'll “ wonder at your auld shoon when you hae gotten 
yournew." If you'll use 


SAPOLIO 


instead of other means for scouring. 

The old ruts and old methods are not the easiest by far. 
Many people travelthem because they have not tried the 
better way. It is a relicf from a sort of slavery to break 
away from old fashioned methods ana adopt the lubor- 
saving and strength-sparing inventions of modern times. 
Get out of old ruts and into new ways by using a cake of 
SAPOLIO in your houase-cleaning. No. a1 
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_Do not Stammer 


The Phi iphia Institute has been in suc- 

cessful operation for twelve years, and in that 

time hundreds of the most severe cases have 

been permanently cured. , 
Bishop Cyrus D. Foss, M. E. Church, Phila- 

delphia, Pa., writes : “| endorse the system 
jeasure.”’ 





Can refer to John D. Wattles & Co., publish- 
ers of The Sunday School Times. 


Send for 60 hook to the Phitedet ia 
Institute, 1033 Srring Garden St., P adetght 
Edwin S, Johnston, Principal and Founder. 
Estab. 1884. Rev. Casper C. Garrigues, Assoc. 


TT TT rT Te 


q 
4 
. 
4 
4 

4 

4 
. - 
4 wit 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 











LOL LLL I 


-— 





TO WORKINGMEN 
PROFESSIONAL ME 
MEN 


a others. ye cannot 
d to los¢ time from 
Free 


+ CIVIL.. =~ TH 
INEERING [ye ~y 


Yfrur, 
TAlpeMt 


5 


Prospecting 
iv All »s ry and ces 
sey ae Stating the Subject you 
ns 


wish to Study, to 
ICANTS FO! VERNMENT POSITIONS 
ould apply at rp | batts wish to prepare ri t 
ng examination. fitustrated catalog sent free, con- | 
taining testimonials, and names of hundreds who have | 
been successful. 
THE NATIONAL CIVIL SBRVICE SCHOOL 
(Incorporated) Washington, D.C. 


] S DY Ss in business life is 
» within the feach of all who take 
4 a thorough business college course by MAIL. 

t : 


ll pay. gatalog ree; trial lesson, to c. 
Bryant & tratton, ro College Bidg., Buffalo, N.Y. 


BOSTON ) INSTITUTE and Trate 
Bist Stammererd SPss-SsE 


an 8 
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The Standard American Brand ; ::: Established 1860 


SPEDCERIAN 


DROP US A LINE 
If you wish to select a STEEL 
PEN suitable for your handwriting 





Sample Card SIXTEEN PENS, different patterns, 
for every style of writing, including the VERTICAL 
SYSTEM, sent prepaid on receipt of TEN CENTS. 


SPENCERIAN PEN CO. | 
| 45° Broome Suen, Wew York, N.Y | 

















If your dealer does not carry 
our celebrated papers and eave 
opes we will send for 


Boston Linen 
Boston Bond 
Bunker Hill 








cents, postpaid 

our Assorted Styles Box, contain- 
ing 36 sheets (no two alike) and 
apes oom to match—every style in use by good society. 

rt sample book we still continue to send for 4 cents (to 
pa: postage). but with this pox in hand , F easier to 
oat one’s favorite . Specimens of Monogr: q 
Street Dies, etc., are Baeded . ~ oe 

SAMUEL WARD CO., 49 Franklin St., Boston. | 
me > ats Boa - 








BEAUTIFULLY REPRODUCED IN COLORS 


MILLET’S ANGELUS 


Size, 16X23 inches. Sent, postpaid, for £4.00. 


The opiginal was bought by the French people for 
their National Gallery, and is the most famous and 
highest priced picture ever sold. The religious senti- 
ment is beautifully brought out in these prints. 

Seut, postpaid, carefully packed, $4.00. 


THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION 
1200 Chestnut Street 


———___ 


. sp pbb bbb bA bs Abbi bphphbhbihbi ih hb bhp bprbbbbbbbhbbbobbsboe 


sooorvrrrT7""”*°""""",j»'r"r,rrrrrrrrrrvrvrvvvrvvvvvyY 


-werrrrrerereyt? 
phiiihihihhihbphbhbphphpbapbbs ,droaa& ena hssbssAbsih Abi Ahb bh hi hbb bbb bbbbboobesS 


7vv7ee0e7"""'"j.,7.,;,.,j,,""™r,r,vrvevrvryryY 


a 





7vrv"7TeeeCeeermheeeereerererererererererrrrrrrrrvrwrvrvrerrrvrvrwewvr 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In Tribalation 


Or, The Blessing of Trials 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


WoOrps of comfort are needed _by every one. 

The proffered words of comfort in this book 
are written out of experience in trials, and in their 
blessing, and they show what we can gain through 


trials as in no other way. 


The book abounds in 


hopeful views of life, and_in courage-inspiring re- 
vealings of the “ bright side.” 


From The Watchman. 


The pages are marked by spiritual insight 
and sympathy, and faith shines through them. 


From The Southern Churchman. 


In this tastefully bound volume the author 
has, in an earnest and reverent spirit, striven 
to reveal to sorrowing humanity the silver lin- 
ing of the cloud which can on y be ttuly per- 
ceived by the Christian. Its object, therefore, 
is a noble one ; and, after an examination of 
its contents, we feel confident & has a divine 
message for many “ who sit in darkness.” 


From Christian Work. 


Its pages are full of good cheer and strength- 
ening, and the tired and afflicted, under what- 
ever form their sorrow may come, will find 
much here to turn their thoughts into channels 
which will enable them to bear more aty 
their trials, and reap from them blessings 
instead. The little volume will, no doubt, 
prove a blessing to many. 


From Zion's Herald. 


Whatever Dr. Trumbull writes is worth 
reading. In this little volume he has a fruit- 
ful and practical theme, and treats it in a 
variety of aspects. ‘The mission of sorrow as 
a test and preparation for spiritual good is 
opened in a luminous and hel way. Wait- 
ing, the right. bearing of sorrow, comfort in 
sorrow, oak the expression of sympathy, are 
among the suggestive titles to chapters. This 
is one of the best books of consolation. 


From The Episcopal Recorder. 


This little volume bears the marks of per- 
sonal expérience, while its chapters are, in 
int of fact, little essays written in choicest 
lish and aderned with numerous and apt 
quotations from the Scriptures and modern 
poetical writers. .. . All through the scholarly 
style of the accomplished writer is combined 
with lucid and true teaching; so that the read- 
ing of the book will be found elevating and 
instructive as well-as attractive, a union of 
qualities as rare as it is desirable. 


From The Free Methodist. 


One of the most comforting and helpful little 
books we have read in some time is Dr. 
H. Clay Trumbull’s work, entitled, In Tribu- 
lation ; or, the Blessing of Trials. Like man 
of the consolatory psalms of David, the boo! 
itself was born of tribulation. Hence its every 
utterance will be found adapted to consoling 
the hearts. of the tried, the tempted, the dis- 
tressed, the suffering, and the sorrowing. It 
is written in Dr. Trumbull’s lucid, forcible, 
easy, and attractive style, and cannot be read 
without much spiritual profit. It contains 1 
pages, clearly printed on good paper, su 
stantially Roun in beautifully tinted cloth, 
with git top and white and green side stamp. 
It will make a fine gift book. 


Bound in fine cloth. 


. in that it is 


From The Independent. 


A blessing is in this little book, we are sure, 
for all that mourn. The God of all comfort 
must have been near the author when he 
wrote it. 


From The Lutheran Observer. 


It is rich in messages from the God of all 
comfort to those who are in any wise afflicted. 


From The North Carolina Presbyterian. 


A very choice book of its kind. Dr. Trum- 
bull, as a writer, is clear, forcible, and original 
—presents things that are new in a way that is 
clear and forcible, and things that are old in a 
way that always is new and taking. The 
book is one that is comforting and faith- 
strengthening. 


From The Central Christian Advocate. 


Dr. Trumbull’s pen is the of a read 
writer, and he wees in this rt as an in 
strument for the encouragement and consola- 
tion of the tried and the burdened. He knows, 
moreover, how to talk on high and holy 
themes, how to deal with the difficult ques- 
tions of God's providential_ government with- 
out using any cant terms, and without assum- 
ing any sanctimonious tones. 


From The Congregationalist. 


Among devotional books designed to give 
courage and comfort to the sorrowing we have 
seldom read a more thoughtful, helpful little 
volume than In Tribulation, by Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull. He probes the inner meaning of 
words in a very suggestive way, seeking, for 
instance, to give the root idea of “ tribula- 
tion,’ ‘“ trouble,”” “ chastisement,’’ and 
“‘comfort;”’ and there are excellent chapters 
on the* conduct of life, such as Waiting as a 
Duty, Never Giving Up, and Giving Expres- 
sion to Sympathy. We can say nothing bet- 
ter than that Dr. Trumbull’s book is true to 
his own definition of the purpose of comfort, 
th strengthening, invigorating, 
inspiring. 


From The Methodist Herald. 


In. the literature of sorrow much is written 
in a purely sympathetic strain or with the 
intent of aiding those in trial to bear it as 
bravely as they may in the hope of self-benefit, 
the prospect of final release and reward. The 
author of this volume does all and much more 
than this. He would instruct the soul in 
tribulation how to endure rightly; how to 
view God's purpose in trying his children from 
a higher and broader than the selfish stand- 

int ; how to glorify God in the fires, and to 

by one’s very infirmity a source of strength 
and uplifting to others. The Christian, under 
whatever form of affliction, may read these 
chapters, not to exclaim, “‘ Ye are all misera- 
ble comforters !|’’ but to discover new benefits 
and consolations in his need. 


I2mo, 160 pages 


Price, 75 cents 


John D. Wattles & Co. 


1031 Walnut Street. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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regular | 
all other bread taste flat, insipid and unsatisfying. 


ENGE ~~ 


quality and the i\~ 
amountof light pro- 

duced by an old fash- 

ioned “tallow 


dip” and an incandescent | 


bulb is not more marked than is the differ- 
“t.ence in the amount of nytriment secured 
~~ from a pound of Franklin Mills Fine Flour 


Cs of the Entire Wheat, and a pound of ordi- 


oO 


If your grocer does not keep it, 
send us his name and your order— 
we will see that you are supplied. 


| FRANKLIN MILLS CO., 


The genuine made only by the 
LOCKPORT, WN. Y. 
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Macbeth lamp-chimneys are 
right if you get the right one 


for your lamp. 


Let us send you the Index. 
There is no other way to 


enjoy your lamp and 
expense. 
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, ADMIRATION 
for the incomparable Ferris W aist fills the hearts 
of little and big. Taking Nature for its model, it 

is a comfort in childhood, a luxurious adjunct to 

dress of young women and old. 


the 

FERRIS) ot sane 
Made in all sizes and styles. Short and extra | 
waist, pie and low as Pon See 8 ag ‘ie 


Scpaslan te Geely end mephenentits 
ays superior in qua! and w ans. 
= For Bale by All Retailers. 
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collars and cuffs worn ; they are made of fine cloth, both 
sides finished alike, and, being reversible, one ccllar is 
equal to two of any other kind. 

ee fit well, look well, and wear well. A box of 
ten collars or five pairs of cuffs for twenty-five cents. 

A sample collar and pair of cuffs by mail for six cents: 
Name style and size. Address, 

REVERSIBLE COLLAR COMPANY 
5t Milk Street, Boston, Mass. 
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6th Avenue, 2 to 2ist New York. 
ise rters ani aa! in PreGeads, Millinery, 
vetc., ip the United States. Send for samples and prices. 











GOLD MORTGAGES 
5% -lichas. 6% 


POR SALE A 


Hota 8. 


OFricers 
EMERSON B. TUTTLE 
President 


THOMAS HUDSON 
Secretary 


. AMERICAN 
Fire Insurance Company, 


Nos. 308 and 310 Walnut Street, P 


DEAF 


Adie | Hency W. 
Oven Be ie. por W. Bishop 


John M. Ciark Walter F. Cobb 
Norman big ig 





We'll send list of aids for hearing. 
Claflin Optical Co., Washington, D. C. 








Light on the 
Story of Jonah 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


The story of Jonah, or anything 
tending toward an explanation of it, 
has a claim upon the attention of 
every Bible-reader. : 

Dr. Trumbull treats the subject 
in the light of recent Assyriological 
research, and brings to” hier upon 
it many interesting and instructive 
facts worthy of the consideration of 
afl readers of the Bible. 


“This scholarly argument, written so 
lucidly and reverently, will show to thou- 
sands of Bible students new power and 
beauty and significance in one of the most 
marvelous bits of history recorded in the 
Old Testament." — Zhe Golden Rule. 


1) pages (547% inches), with 
illustrations. Price, 20 eents. For 
sale by booksellers, or mailed, post- 
paid, by the publishers. 


| $ JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 





1031 Walnut St. Philadelphia. 








| dn ordering goods, or in making inquiry 

| concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





ments that are trustworthy. 
the publishers will refund 


Should, however, an advertisement of a 
to subscribers amy money that they lose thereby 


party not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, 





